Colleen Hattemer Holwerk
March 7, 1947 - April 26, 2019

Colleen Hattemer Holwerk – beloved wife, mother, sister, editor, budgeter, fund raiser, and
fount of wisdom – died on April 26 of complications following surgery.
Colleen was born in Louisville, KY March 7, 1947 to Theodore A. Hattemer and Elizabeth
C. Hattemer. The fourth of Ted and Liz’s 11 children, she quickly became an indispensable
aid to her mother and a master of such essential arts as dividing one pot of mashed
potatoes into eleven perfectly equal servings.
Colleen graduated from the University of Cincinnati (Go Bearcats!) in 1968 with a degree
in economics. She did graduate work in economics and planning and held a certificate in
fund raising from Indiana University.
Colleen pursued her multi-faceted career with energy and distinction. Her positions
included urban development technician at the city of Cincinnati; budget committee staff at
the Kentucky Legislative Research Commission; budget officer and editor of the state
budget at the Kentucky Office of Policy and Management; director of development at the
Prichard Committee; producer of Al Smith’s AOK Primeline radio program; executive
director of Ashland, the Henry Clay Estate; development officer at Northwoods Children’s
home and the University of Minnesota-Duluth; and fund-raising director at the Water
Education Foundation in Sacramento, CA.
She is survived by her husband of almost 49 years, David Holwerk; her sons Charles
(along with his wife, Kate) and Louis; her sisters Mary Hattemer Moore, Kevin Hattemer,
Anna Sylvester, Jane Hattemer-Stringer, Leah Hemenway, Therese Hattemer, and Clare
Plattner; brothers Francis and Charles; and a host of dear nieces, nephews, cousins, inlaws and friends. She was preceded in death by her parents and her beloved brother,
Jimmy.
A celebration of Colleen’s life will be held at a date yet to be determined. Anyone wishing
to honor her memory can make it a point to vote as she was planning to in November.

Online condolences may be left at www.ratterman.com.

Comments

“

Dear David,
Please accept my deepest sympathy on the loss of Colleen. I was shaken to learn of
her death.
I treasure memories of all of us young- visiting the two of you when you lived in the
creepy school, playing bridge wondering whether we were in our hands or on the
board-which became more of a mystery as we drank and smoked, great dinner
parties in Hampton Court summoning non existent servants with the under the table
bell and more... I quote her to my grandchildren: "Personal comments are always in
bad taste!"
Be assured I will fulfill your/her vote as that quote says it all.
My love to you, Charlie and Louis.
Gretchen

Gretchen Maarcum Brown - May 02 at 11:33 AM

“

Dear American Family Branch
I was dismayed to learn of the demise of Colleen Holwerk-Hattemer. I wish all the
bereaved - also in the name of the whole Swiss family branch - a lot of strength and
confidence for this difficult and sad time.
I will also keep Colleen in good memory during my visits to her and David in
Sacramento. She has endured her illness with enormous bravery, and yet I can
remember very vividly the many hours of very interesting discussions with her and
David.
May it be comforting that we have the certainty that she no longer must suffer.
Our heartfelt condolences from Switzerland
Jean-Louis Maissen

Jean-Louis Maissen - May 02 at 10:46 AM

“

David, My deepest condolences to you and your boys. I worked with Colleen at the
LRC, and we had chatted recently via Facebook. I can't believe she is gone. I didn't
even know she was facing surgery. I hope you can let me know when her service will
be. She was so witty and I am glad we re-connected after all these years. I hope your
memories will help you through this sad time. Shannon Peck.

pshannonpeck@gmail.com
Shannon Peck - May 01 at 09:00 PM

“

Colleen was a wonderful human being, who will be missed. Even though my last sitdown talk with her was at Ted's visitation and I actually have not seen much of her in
50 years, I loved her comments and likes on Facebook, and I still feel close. I
remember wise comments she made when she had little boys, and even before she
was married. She warmly called me Sue Grogan long, long after my name changed.
May perpetual light shine upon her.
Susan Grogan Faller

Susan Grogan Faller - May 01 at 02:33 PM

“

David, I never had the pleasure of meeting Colleen but anyone who could be married
to you -- or should I say, put up with you-- for nearly half a century must have been
damn near a saint. She must have been quite a woman.
David, my dear friend, Elizabeth and I send our deepest condolences to you and
your family.
John Doble

John Doble - April 30 at 11:24 PM

“

Colleen's bright spirit and giving soul are not forgotten. My sympathy to David and
family.
Alice Diebel

Alice Diebel - April 30 at 10:47 AM

“

From Kentucky to California, Colleen made me feel welcome in her home and
supported in journalism and in life. I think of her as David's north star. She had that
resonant voice and wisdom, and she managed to laugh for a lot of years over David
Holwerk's pranks, hijinks and "Cats No. 1" basketball obsession. She was talented,
able to take on any task wherever she was and no matter how complicated the job. I
am privileged to have known her and to have shared some of my life's highlights with
her as she cheered us editorial folks on. She will be missed more than words can
express.

My deepest sympathy is with David and the family.
Maria - April 30 at 09:54 AM

“

I met Colleen when she worked with my sister, Shannon at the LRC back in 1973.
Even though, my memories of Colleen were few and far between, they were lasting
because of who she was. Please know that we are keeping your family in our hearts
now and in the days to come.
Bobbi Newell

roberta Newell - April 30 at 08:53 AM

