Dario A. Covi
December 26, 1920 - July 6, 2021

Dario A. Covi, 100, of Louisville, entered Eternal Life on Monday, July 6, 2021. He was
born in Livingston, Illinois to the late Joseph and Cecilia Covi.
From, 1956-1972, Dario was a professor of Art History at the University of Louisville. Upon
leaving U of L, he served as the Chair of the Art Department at Duke University from
1972-1974. Dario then returned to U of L, where he once again taught and served as the
curator for the University of Louisville Art Collection. During his tenure at U of L, Dario
served as the Art Department Chair twice. He was also a talented and gifted painter.
Dario was a World War II Army Veteran, serving his country in the European Theater. He
was also a long-time member at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church.
He is preceded in death by his parents; and his three sisters.
Carrying on his legacy are his wife of 60 years, Madeline Cundiff Covi; numerous loving
nieces and nephews; and many friends and former students.
Funeral Mass for Dario will be at 10 AM on Saturday, July 10, 2021, at St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church. Visitation will be from 5-7 PM on Friday, July 9 at Ratterman &
Sons Funeral Home, 3800 Bardstown Road. Burial will take place at a later date at Sacred
Heart Cemetery in Livingston, Illinois.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Dario A. Covi Scholarship Fund at the
University of Louisville or Hosparus. Condolences may be shared at Ratterman.com.

Cemetery

Events

Sacred Heart Cemetery JUL
9
Livingston, IL,

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

JUL
10

Funeral Mass

10:00AM - 11:00AM

St. Francis Of Assisi
1960 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40205

Comments

“

I first met Dario Covi on TARC 29 to UofL. Somehow we both found out that we like
to speak in Italian. He told me his fascinating story about his family moving over from
Italy. Once off the bus, I would often go out of my way so I can finish hearing his
stories. Dario was a true gentleman and a scholar! Darji

Darji - July 12, 2021 at 11:40 PM

“

Madeline, You may not remember me, but you were always so helpful and kind to me
when I worked in the office at Douglass Boulevard Christian Church. I just recently
got to peruse the July 8 Courier-Journal, and I could not help but drop you a note in
sympathy at the passing of your husband, Dario. I don't know that I ever met him, but
by all appearances in the obituary, he lived a full life. I did not know that he was a
gifted painter. May you find comfort in knowing that God will be with you through this
time of mourning and grief. "Draw close to him and He will draw close to you." He
"sees every tear we cry." God bless you as you continue without your sweet
husband.
Chere "May" Bartlett
(hbbartlett41@gmail.com)

Chere Bartlett - July 12, 2021 at 08:31 AM

“

I was so saddened by the news that Dario is no longer with us. He was such a dear
man with sweet soul. And what a rich and rewarding life he had. He touched so many
people in ways I'm sure he never knew. When I was appointed Director of Latin
American and Latino Studies twenty years ago, he helped me select two paintings
from the UofL Art Collection for my LALS office and told me all about the artist who
painted the church scenes in Mexico at the age of 80 something. She had been a
student of his at UofL. Those paintings still grace my walls today. I also enjoyed
chatting with him at the Hite Art Gallery when the LALS program co-sponsored
several art exhibits there. Mostly, I remember seeing him walking across campus
near the Fine Arts Building. It always made my day whenever our paths would cross.
He would greet me warmly with that soft, pleasant voice of his, and I would walk
away feeling as if I'd just been blessed by the Pope. I will miss him. Rest in peace
querido Dario, Rhonda Buchanan

Rhonda Buchanan - July 09, 2021 at 11:18 AM

“

Professor Covi was an outstanding colleague, scholar, and mentor.
Frank Nuessel, University of Louisville

Frank Nuessel - July 09, 2021 at 11:12 AM

“

Dario embodied intellectual excellence and a generous heart in our university.
Charles Brockwell
Dept, of History 1969-1994

Charles Brockwell - July 08, 2021 at 12:32 PM

“

I remember seeing him in church. I send my best wishes to his family and loved
ones.He certainly added much to our cultural legacy in Louisville.

Tami Harbolt - July 08, 2021 at 11:55 AM

“

I'm so very sorry for your loss. Prayers for peace and healing to his family.
Dario was a kind and delightful gentlemen. He would always walk to my office when
requesting parking reservations for his guests. Each time I would tell him, just call.
He would always say, "I need the exercise", then laugh. The world has lost a great
one!!!
Tammy Lawson
University of Louisville

Tammy Lawson - July 08, 2021 at 10:50 AM

“

Dr. Covi taught an introductory course to Art during my freshman year in 1966.
Thanks to him, I became acquainted with some of the most famous European art
works, and knew where to find them while traveling in France and Italy in later years.
It was all a part of a wonderful education which I received at U of L more than 50
years ago. And I still remember my class assignment which was to analyze an Italian
painting in the Speed Art Museum.
Sincere condolences to his family on the loss of a special person.
Dale Henley
Lexington, KY

Dale Henley - July 08, 2021 at 10:23 AM

“

Madeline, I first met you and Dario when I was a PhD student in English at Duke and you
were also a student in some of my classes at Duke, Then I remember attending a going
away party for you two one scalding 4th of July in Durham, 1974, I believe. You were
celebrating a return to your beloved Louisville, Little did I know then what a well-loved
fixture both of you were of the artistic, cultural, and educational scene at U of L and to the
entire city. From my first meeting with Dario he impressed me as a true gentleman, a
scholar of infinite grace, refinement, kindness, and humility. He had such an easy, natural
gentility but Dario also possessed amazing levels of sophistication, erudition, and
sensitivity As a native Louisvillian, who used to come home often, it has been my abiding
pleasure to know and love the Covis from both North Carolina and Kentucky perspectives.
Over the years when meeting transplanted University of Louisville people like myself, I'd
ask them if they knew the Covis. The response was uniformly the same: what a class act
and what fine citizens of the world Dario and Madeline are.
Wayne and Ellen Stengel
Retired Professors of English and Writing
University of Central Arkansas
Conway, Arkansas
Wayne Stengel - July 14, 2021 at 04:16 PM

“

I was a student of Dr. Covi when I was in undergraduate school at UofL in the mid
1960s. What an amazing teacher he was! His love of Art was genuine and
contagious. I have been an Art lover ever since. Thanks, Dr, Covi, for opening that
whole new world of Art appreciation for me.
Ken Dennis
Class of 1969

Ken Dennis - July 08, 2021 at 09:55 AM

