Edwin Richard Wicklander, Jr. CDR
USN, Ret.
May 27, 1939 - May 13, 2020

Edwin Richard Wicklander, Jr., CDR USN, Ret., passed away in Louisville, Kentucky, on
Wednesday, May 13, 2020, surrounded by his family and lots of love.
Ed was born and grew up in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He enlisted in the Navy at age 19
and retired as an officer after 31 years of service. Much more could be written about his
well-traveled life, his extensive education, his honorable military and civilian careers, and
his wide-ranging interests, but he was a modest man. Moreover, none of that matters as
much as this:
He was brave;
He was strong;
He was loyal;
He was fiercely intelligent;
He had a wonderful sense of humor;
And he was unfailingly kind.
Above all, he was so very, very loved, and this world is a lesser place without him in it.
Ed was preceded in death by his father Edwin Richard Wicklander, Sr., and his mother
Edwina M. Davis. Survivors include his beloved wife of 53 years, Shirley Eli Wicklander;
daughters Larisa Gilbert (husband Jay) and Erin Wicklander (husband Todd Federici); and
adored grandchildren John (“Eddy”) Gilbert, Michael (“Mike”) Gilbert, Anne Elise Gilbert,
and James Federici. He also leaves behind his sister Candace Hovde, brother Kerry
Wicklander (wife Sarah), many cherished members of Shirley’s and his extended families,
and dear friends.
The family has honored Ed’s request for cremation now with a later burial at sea. A
memorial service will take place when it is safer for the many people who loved him to
gather close. In the meantime, online condolences may be shared at
www.Ratterman.com. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that gifts be made to the Dare to

Care Food Bank.

Comments

“

Lucky to have served
with CDR Wicklander onboard USS Yosemite AD19

Sharon Held - August 27 at 06:30 PM

“

David, Sarah, and I were fortunate to have you all as neighbors and good friends
when you were posted here. Your leaving left a big hole in our lives. We know that
the loss of Ed has left another big hole. Our condolences to each member of the
family. The Hoadleys

Nancy Hoadley - May 20 at 03:32 AM

“

I have so many memories but one that makes me laugh now, maybe not then, was
Ed teaching my kids the song, 'What do you do with a drunken sailor'. They loved it
and preceded to sing it everywhere they went, at the top of their lungs, no matter the
setting or audience.
So many more memories!
You are missed Ed Wicklander!
My prayers are with you Shirley, Larisa, Erin and families

Pam Owen - May 18 at 12:23 PM

“

We are neighbors and have enjoyed living next to Ed and Shirley for the last 8 years.
Years ago we were out of town and had a brand new puppy with a dog sitter. Lacey
was not a digger, but must have had anxiety so much she dug out. Ed and Shirley
saw her in the yard and called us to let us know. We were so grateful that they took
the time to care. When we got back Ed had fixed the hole in the fence so she
couldn’t get out. That’s the kind of guy he was.

Debby and Bob Kaufman - May 17 at 07:39 PM

“

If you walked this world over, you would have a hard time finding a person as nice
and kind as our uncle Ed Wicklander. He had a quick wit, a funny phrase, and a kind
word for everyone, especially his great- nephews . When they were little, he loved to
tease them, give them rides on his back, buck them off, and keep everyone laughing.
His love for them was fierce and true. He was their protector, friend, and loving uncle.
He lite up every room when he entered.
My husband, Dorris, spent a lot of time with Ed during visits. Their days journey
always began with breakfast somewhere. Ed was always interested in doing anything
you suggested. If you said, “Let’s go wrestle a pig, “ he’d say, Sure”! This sweet man
enjoyed life to the fullest. We always looked forward to spending time with him.
I’m crying now as I try to share with you what a remarkable man Ed was. Words can
not express how much our family loved this man.
Gods Speed our dear Uncle and Friend.

Suzanne Boyd - May 17 at 06:21 PM

“

Growing up, Ed was always the "fun uncle." He was always joking and would say
things to try and embarrass you. Like, "While we are out, If you meet a pretty girl, no
smooching."
He loved going to the movies and it was always so much fun to go with him. The man
had a passion for buttered popcorn, and would warn you not to try to steal any
because he had already spit in it. Whether that was true or not, I never knew; but I
also never tried to take any of his popcorn.
In one instance, I remember he, Erin, and I walking down a crowded street. I don't
remember where or exactly how old Erin and I were, but suddenly as we walked
along he did a high step into the air, kicking his legs, like he was pedaling a bicycle.
He landed and kept walking. Then he did it again. People stared. Erin and I were so
embarrassed but it was also so funny.
I can't tell you how many times I've done the same kicking high step when walking
along with my own kids. In a crowded parking lot, in the mall, or walking them into
school. Their reaction is the same as ours was, embarrassment and amusal.
Ed had a great influence on me, but especially in relation to the way I interact with
my own kids. He showed me the importance of enjoying life, having fun with your
children, and the pleasure a little silliness can bring both to yourself and others.
For me, the reason that he was so special was because of the joy he brought to
those he loved. We love you and miss you, Ed! Thank you for being part of our lives.

Shannon Owen - May 17 at 03:00 PM

“
“

Sorry for your loss. Prayers are with Shirley and family.
Sharon Mosley - May 17 at 06:38 PM

I will always remember the wonderful man who treated me like family and taught me that
"the world is round, we will get there."
Heaven is a much richer place.
Karen Ethridge
Karen Ethridge - May 18 at 11:35 AM

“

I have so many memories but one that makes me laugh now, maybe not then, was Ed
teaching my kids the song, 'What do you do with a drunken sailor'. They loved it and
preceded to sing it everywhere they went, at the top of their lungs, no matter the setting or
audience.
So many more memories!
You are missed Ed Wicklander!
My prayers are with you Shirley, Larisa, Erin and families
Pam Owen - May 18 at 12:18 PM

“

I just learned of Ed’s passing today. Ed and I served together in USS Yosemite (AD 19)
during our deployment to the Indian Ocean , before and after, where he was my Repair
Officer. His performance was outstanding throughout and I depended on his advice and
council without question. Ed was the personification of professionalism and honesty and
was one of the finest naval officers with whom I came in contact over 31 years of service.
Frank Boyle, Captain USN Ret
Frank Boyle - August 27 at 04:45 PM

