Ernie L. New
July 27, 1946 - January 31, 2020

Ernie L. New, 73, of Louisville, entered Eternal Life on Friday, January 31, 2020,
surrounded by his family.
Ernie was born in Matewan, West Virginia to the late Earnest and Clara Opal New. He
served in the United States Air Force and retired from the Air National Guard. He was also
a proud member of the Derby City Coin Club. He has been a member of Ninth & O Baptist
Church for over 50 years, where he also sang in the choir.
He is preceded in death by his parents; and brother, Jessie E. New.
Left to cherish his memory are his wife of 49 years, Linda New; children, Christopher New
(Melissa) and Angela New; and numerous nieces and nephews.
Funeral services for Ernie will be at 10 AM on Thursday, February 6, 2020 at Ratterman &
Sons Funeral Home, 3800 Bardstown Road. A private family burial will follow at Kentucky
Veterans Cemetery. Visitation will be from 2-7 PM on Wednesday, February 5 at the
funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Ninth & O Baptist Church.
Condolences may be shared online at www.Ratterman.com.
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Comments

“

My condolences to Ernie’s family during this trying time. I served with Ernie in the Air
National Guard and spent many an hour in conversation and fellowship. I will always
think of Ernie as a friend and brother in arms.

Michael Meredith ( CMSGT Retired ) - February 04 at 12:26 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to the family. Ernie was a great friend & mentor. If he didnt
know something (Rarely) he would research it and have answer by the next time you
met. God has a special place for you my friend !! Steve W

Steve Wolfe (Derby City Coin Club) - February 04 at 10:46 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the family, I knew Ernie through the Air National Guard.
He came to me from the Reconnaissance Photo Shop when that mission ended. He
was a perfect match in the Engineers with his drafting background and expertise.
There are those that can draft, there are those that cab draw, but Ernie could bring it
all together and create an old world artistic masterpiece.
Ernie was charged with creating the foundation anchor bolt layout when the
"Clamshell" hangar was moved from the old base to it's new location next to I-65. His
work on that was meticulous! I knew it was stressful for Ernie. But there was no
question Ernie was the person for this task.
There where probably a 100 or so anchor bolts and each needed to be in the exact
right location. But Ernie pulled it off. The Clamshell was moved fully erect, a structure
big enough to fit a C-130 inside. Not a single anchor bolt location had to be adjusted.
He nailed it! There's not a time that I drive by the base that I don't see that big vinyl
hanger and think of Ernie and his contribution to the success of where it still sits to
this day.
It was a sad day when Ernie retired from the Guard. It's a far sadder day to learn of
his passing. But I take comfort in knowing we'll one day meet again.
God Bless

SMSgt Russ Slinger (Retired) - February 04 at 09:41 AM

“

I'm going to miss having Ernie "The New Guy" sitting next to me at our monthly
meeting.He was a great person to call a friend. RIP old buddy. Keith

Keith Howell - February 04 at 09:21 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the family, Ernie my friend, you will be missed . We
served together in the Air National Guard for 21 years. Many missions together both
stateside and over seas. Lots of great memories that bonded our friendship. His was
a true friend and one I called my brother. A man of faith, who loved his family and
country. We played golf together on many scrambles . Ernie was the putter of the
team. Didn’t matter if we had a 15’ putt to make , he’d have an orange golfball and
we all watched it track right into the hole. Great person wonderful friend , you will be
remembered my friend. Rest In Peace Ernie.

Jim Bobbitt - February 04 at 07:15 AM

“

Ernie was my Golfing buddy. We played a lot of scrambles, and practice rounds. We
met at MSD and hit it off right away. We made a bucket list trip to Coeur d"Alene,
Idaho in 2018. Wonderful trip, great golf course. We also shared a common faith. He
is in the presence of our Lord Jesus now. We will join him later. I will miss my friend,
but I know he is in a far better place . Rest easy Airman. See you later.
David Melton

David Melton - February 03 at 09:54 PM

“

Ernie Lee was a dear friend. He was like a brother to my sister and I. He will be
missed. I will cherish each memory. Prayers
of comfort going up for Linda and his
family.

Flo ( Hayes) Navarro - February 03 at 06:28 PM

“

Loved Earnie. Always a respectful Christian man and I always enjoyed talking to
Earnie and serving with him at Ninth and O Baptist in the music ministry there. My
prayers or with his family during this time.

Tim Hagan - February 03 at 01:28 AM

“

A true servant's heart. He was always ready to greet and help people at the door on
Sunday mornings. Helped my wife with the kids when I dropped them off at the
church door. A good man and will be sorely missed.

Greg Walker - February 02 at 11:25 PM

“

Enjoyed every Monday morning studying the word of God with him. He certainly
cared about others and will surely be missed.

Danny Hazelrig - February 02 at 08:43 PM

“

Mr Ernie has greeted me at church for as many Sundays as I can remember since
being at Ninth and O. He always had a smile on his face and always asked how my
family was doing (who had moved from Louisville). Ben mowed his grass this past
summer and Mr Ernie was so excited we were having a little boy in October. His
passing has definitely made an impact in our lives and he will be missed greatly by
our family. We are praying for his family that they will be comforted with the comfort
only the Holy Spirit can bring.

Haley Witt - February 02 at 07:23 PM

“

Forrest and I loved playing Yahtzee with Mr. Ernie! We bought the game this past
weekend and will always think fondly of him when we play it. He will be greatly
missed.

Anna Mills - February 02 at 03:33 PM

“

Adam and I have the sweetest memories of Ernie! He was such a sweet servant and
had the best military stories! His passing has left a hole in the Ninth and O family, but
I'm so grateful he is in the presence of the Lord!

Liz Howell - February 02 at 08:08 AM

“

I am both saddened and rejoicing about Ernie's passing. Saddened because he was such a
great Christian brother who will be missed but also rejoicing because I know he's with
Jesus now... Amen.
Don Sweeney - February 02 at 08:51 AM

