Evelyn Marie (Shirley) Poulsen
July 15, 1931 - April 16, 2020

Evelyn Marie (Shirley) Poulsen, 88, passed away April 16, 2020, after a long battle with
dementia.
She was born July 15, 1931 in Bedford, IN to Riley P. and Birdie E. Shirley. Shortly
afterward the family moved to Louisville where Evelyn was raised and happily lived her
life. She was 21 and working at Reynolds Metals when she met Ron Poulsen, or “the
cutest boy” as she told her mother, and shortly before her 22nd birthday in 1953 they were
married. They spent over 61 happy and fulfilling years together, raising three daughters
and a menagerie of pets, until Ron’s death in 2014. Evelyn was a natural and gifted
athlete who excelled at most any sport she attempted, most notably tennis, racquetball,
softball, golf and bowling. She and Ron loved to vacation together with frequent road trips
to Florida, New England, Texas and the Carolina coastline, along with a unique and
unforgettable anniversary trip to Hawaii. Evelyn loved her family, as well as her pets and
grandpets, fiercely. She was a true matriarch and the touchstone for everyone in both her
immediate and extended family. She will be so sorely missed, but remembered forever as
a strong and intelligent woman, and a loving wife, mother, grandmother, daughter and
sister. She was a wonderful example of abiding love, faith and dedication to others.
Evelyn was preceded in death by her parents, her beloved husband of 61 years, Ronald T.
Poulsen, her brothers Riley and Bill, and her very special Aunt Mim. She is survived by
her daughters Stephanie Weinstein, Susan Poulsen and Patti Shipley, two grandsons and
two great grandchildren.
Memorial contributions may be made to the ASPCA 103 South Spring Street #1,
Louisville, KY 40206, The Animal Care Society 12207 Westport Road, Louisville, KY
40245, or to Hosparus Health of Louisville 3532 Ephraim McDowell Dr., Louisville, KY
40205, whose assistance and support during these last few months has meant so much
and been so appreciated. Ratterman and Sons Funeral Home, Jeffersontown, is handling
arrangements. Memories and condolences may be shared with the family at http://www.rat
terman.com.

Comments

“

So sorry for your loss. We knew Evelyn thru Ron who attended church with us for
any years. What a wonderful couple and family. You are in our prayers.
JoAnn and Bart Magill

JoAnn Magill - April 20, 2020 at 05:41 PM

“

Susan I am so sorry to hear about you moms passing. Very nice lady.

marcia stansberry - April 20, 2020 at 04:27 PM

“

Susan
I am so sorry for your loss. Hope your happy memories get you through these tough
times. Hugs.
Missy (Watson) Norris

Missy Watson Norris - April 19, 2020 at 10:29 AM

“

She was a great lady, generous and kind. I will miss her and think of her often.

Will Shirley - April 19, 2020 at 05:40 AM

“

Jean Jakab lit a candle in memory of Evelyn Marie (Shirley) Poulsen

Jean Jakab - April 18, 2020 at 02:23 PM

“
“

My sweet Aunt, we will miss her so much. Love you, Ebbie.
Jean Jakab - April 18, 2020 at 02:24 PM

Evelyn was one of my dearest, closest friends when we were ages 12-16. After school we
would, along with Dot Jacobs and Pat Zambler , go down to Shawnee Park, on our bicycles
to play football, softball or whatever the season was. We always found some guys who
needed more players so they would have enough for two teams. Then there was
basketball. We had the best times being together and I’ll never forget Evelyn as long as I
live. I am sorry for your loss. She was an inspiration to all of us.Beverly Lee Richmond,Va
beverly lee - May 13, 2020 at 03:49 PM

