George D. Koper Sr.
July 21, 1933 - March 7, 2019

George D. Koper, Sr., age 85, died on Thursday, March 7, 2019 in Naples, FL after a brief
illness. He was pre-deceased by his wife of 51 years, Sharon Akins Koper, and his
parents, George and Mary Agnes Koper. He is survived by his wife, Suzanne Smith Koper,
children Debra Dreas (Smyrna, GA), George Koper, Jr. (Pensacola, FL), David Koper
(Louisville), Dennis Koper (Dallas, TX), and Denise Haley (Winston-Salem, NC), 11
grandchildren, and 3 great grand-children.
George was a graduate of St. Xavier High School and, with Congressman Ron Mazzoli,
he won the Kentucky High School Tennis Doubles Championship. He was also a graduate
of the University of Kentucky, where he was a four-year letterman and Captain of UK’s
tennis team and was a member of the SAE fraternity. After college, George was
commissioned as an active duty Naval Flight Officer; he retired as a Lieutenant
Commander in the US Naval Reserve. He began his working career with General Electric
in Louisville. His work in employee relations for General Electric, Emerson Power
Transmission, and Vermont American Corporation took him to Bloomington, IN,
Lynchburg, VA, Maysville, KY, and Ithaca, NY. He retired as Vice President of Vermont
American Corporation, a division of Emerson Electric.
He was a member of Audubon Country Club and Grandezza Golf and Country Club in
Estero, FL.
He will be remembered as a loving father and grandfather who thoroughly enjoyed annual
family gatherings, including many years at Hilton Head Island and several trips to Europe.
He was an avid golfer and a dedicated UK sports fan.
A viewing will be held from 2-8 PM at the Ratterman Funeral Home at 3800 Bardstown
Rd. on Thursday, March 14 with a funeral mass on Friday, March 15 at 9:30 AM at St.
Louis Bertrand Catholic Church. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in George’s
name to the George and Sharon Koper Scholarship Fund at St. Xavier High School.

Events
MAR
14

Visitation

02:00PM - 08:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

MAR
15

Funeral Mass

09:30AM

St. Louis Bertrand
1104 South Sixth, Louisville, KY, US

Comments

“

George was bigger than life. I have so many wonderful memories of him. Harry
thought of him as a brother. Some one he looked up to his whole life. When we were
married he and Sharron welcomed me with open arms. We had fun trips together
thru the years.
George always knew how to do everything over the top ! Always the best restaurants
, best seats for any sport, most fun vacations. He loved his family excited to greet
every new grand baby and great grand baby with pride.
When Harry was so sick and died , George was there to help all of us.
I want so badly to come to Louisville to say goodbye. Not sure I can make it. But will
shed my tears at home.
George your up there with beautiful Sharron, uncle George and aunt Mary and
cousin Harry. Kick up your heels and kiss them all . No more back pain so hit a long
drive.
To all the wonderful family he leaves behind please accept my love and blessings.
No one lived a fuller life and enjoyed it more than George
Jan Tate

Jan Tate - March 13 at 01:35 PM

“

Whether it was that booming voice or hearty laugh, you knew the party started when
George entered the room. George loved life, family, friends, UK and golf - I’ll let you
figure out the proper order. George was a valued colleague, mentor, and lifelong
friend to Pattie and me and a surrogate Grandpa to our girls. A big thanks to
George’s family for sharing him with us all these years.
Our heartfelt condolences to all of George’s family who we know will miss him so, but
Heaven just got a lot more fun.
Philip & Pattie Knisely

Philip Knisely - March 12 at 10:15 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Philip Knisely - March 12 at 09:56 AM

