Hiawatha "Red" Ballard
October 11, 1928 - September 12, 2020

Hiawatha “Red” Ballard, 91, of Louisville, entered Eternal Life on Saturday, September 12,
2020.
Red was born to the late Mercer and Minnie Ballard and worked for over 39 years with
General Electric as an inspector. He was a member of the Masons for over 50 years.
He is preceded in death by his wife of 42 years, Faye Ballard; parents; and daughters,
Pam Kaiser and Barbara Mobley.
Left to cherish Red’s memory are his children, Fredia Wright (Troy), Darrell Lewis (Terry),
Sandra Ballard, Rita Thompson (Darin), Tim Ballard (Linda), and Candace Pilcher; 14
grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchildren; and his best friend, Ed Brumley.
Funeral Services for Red will be at 12 PM on Saturday, September 19, 2020 at Ratterman
& Sons Funeral Home, 3800 Bardstown Road, with burial to follow at Resthaven
Cemetery. Visitation will be from 2-8 PM on Friday, September 18 at the funeral home and
from 10-12 on Saturday.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Masonic Lodge, 6919 Applegate Lane.

Cemetery

Events

Resthaven Memorial

SEP Visitation

Gardens

18

4400 Bardstown Road

02:00PM - 08:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown
Road

Louisville, KY, 40218

3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

SEP Visitation
19

10:00AM - 12:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown
Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

SEP Funeral Service
19

12:00PM - 01:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown
Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

Comments

“

Debbie Baker lit a candle in memory of Hiawatha "Red" Ballard

Debbie Baker - Yesterday at 11:02 AM

“

Fredia Wright sent a virtual gift in memory of Hiawatha "Red" Ballard

fredia wright - September 19 at 11:12 AM

“

Fredia Wright lit a candle in memory of Hiawatha "Red" Ballard

fredia wright - September 19 at 11:12 AM

“

Billie Faulkner lit a candle in memory of Hiawatha "Red" Ballard

Billie Faulkner - September 18 at 08:36 PM

“

Red was well known to Bardstown physical therapy group . We took care of him for
many years and helped him with his pain . I was always excited when I saw his name
on our schedule and he gave the best hugs . He will be so missed and will always be
remembered as our cute little red headed “ Red”

jana lyons - September 18 at 04:04 PM

“

I am his oldest grandchild. I remember running to meet my papaw when he got off
work at G.E. He would always tell me I was the best baby. He an mamaw always
took me camping with them. He always told me I wouldn't cry because I was so
happy. I practically grew up over at my grandparents house. Everyday after I got out
of school that's where we would be. I love him so much. He is truly missed..

April Baker - September 18 at 02:51 PM

“

I’ve put off writing a memorial about this great man since I learned of his passing. I
was worried that words couldn’t express the memories that I carry with me or convey
the true impact that knowing Red has had on my life for over 50 years. But I’m going
to try.
You can’t mention Red without talking about the love of his life Faye. As very young
children , my brothers and sister , and entire family got lucky and moved right across
the street from the Ballard’s and we were instantly made to feel like family. You never
left that house with out being fed, hugged , or having our dirty faces cheeks kissed.
They were and always will be some of the best memories of my life.
When my folks split up at around 9 , Faye took my young mother under her wing
even more. And Red , he made sure that he was there for us 3 boys always. There
was not a time that I can remember Red turning us away if we wanted to go fishing
or hunting or even frog giggin! He had a house full of kids and working his tail off at
GE and cutting grass , but always made us feel like we were important and made a
point of exposing us to those activities. Never complained when we got him up early
in the morning with fresh night crawlers to load up and head to plum creek to fish.
Never to busy to chase us around the front yard. Hollering “horse bite” and pinching
our legs if he caught us.
I loved him very much and even when I moved away didn’t get back to Louisville
often his lessons of life, his example of how to be a father and a friend have stayed
with me and my brothers for all of this time. Knowing that kind of love and support
from him , and of course Faye and the entire family has helped form all of us into the
men we are told. And for that , no words can can adequately express my gratitude.
I love you Red , RIP and thank you
Anthony Tracy

anthony tracy - September 18 at 12:40 PM

“

The memories I have of uncle Red are some happy times. Very sweet man and a
very sweet family. Loved the times coming to stay with you all always happy
memories. Time goes by too fast. Praying for all of you. Rhonda Alford Nichols

Rhonda Nichols - September 18 at 10:25 AM

“

Uncle Red you always knew how to make a girl feel good. The one person that could take
me back to being a little girl or teenage years and older woman. I will always remember
you. I will miss and Love you always. For my wonderful cousins I love you with all my heart.
And I am with you in Pray and Love and hugs. Thanks for everything. Marty and Heather
loves you.
Judy Douglas - September 19 at 12:23 PM

“

Candace Pilcher sent a virtual gift in memory of Hiawatha "Red" Ballard

Candace Pilcher - September 18 at 08:58 AM

“

Candace Pilcher lit a candle in memory of Hiawatha "Red" Ballard

Candace Pilcher - September 18 at 08:56 AM

“

April Baker lit a candle in memory of Hiawatha "Red" Ballard

April Baker - September 17 at 11:21 PM

“

Rita Thompson lit a candle in memory of Hiawatha "Red" Ballard

rita thompson - September 17 at 09:43 PM

“

1 file added to the album Dad at his best

rita thompson - September 17 at 08:52 PM

“

6 files added to the tribute wall

Candace Pilcher - September 17 at 06:28 PM

“

MY UNCLE RED! MOM'S BABY BROTHER She loved him so much. My friend, my
confidant, my protector , my co-conspirator. We spent hours of quality time together
but it never felt like enough. He helped me through many rough times. I miss him so

much but his love will never be forgotten. Rest in peace. May God be with all his
family. We all miss him so much.

Jane McDaries - September 17 at 02:15 AM

“

First of all, I would like to say thank you all for the kind words. He was truly a one of a
kind man and a man of God, love, life, liberty and family! He loved his country and
family and friends to no end. He always wanted to celebrate July 4th like no other!
He would say Independence Day was his favorite holiday! Dad was broken-hearted
the day momma died and always said if it wasn’t for “you kids”, I would have nothing
to live for. He kept busy doing anything and everything and this man could grow a
tree from a stick! He had a green thumb like no other. He adored his grandchildren
and great grandchildren and always wanted them to have a “good” life, meaningful
and joyful. In the last month and days of his life he would tell us he loved each and
everyone of us. He also wished the country would get back to a peaceful state. He
loved to go fishing and the Sportsman club. My dad always had stories to tell. Dad, I
will feel so lost without you calling me everyday asking me “did you just call?”. I will
truly miss our conversations, cooking dinner for you and coloring your hair so the
women and physical therapy would tell you how handsome you were. Rest In Peace
and hug my momma, sister and all my relatives and my baby Furby and we will see
each other one day. I promise that Sandy will be taken care of and she will miss you
as much, maybe more since you were her best friend! But I promise to take good
care of her and make sure she has a good loving life as long as I’m here on this
earth! I am so blessed to have such a loving father and mother and to be married on
your 25th anniversary. As Sandy always said to you, I love you all the way to heaven
and back!

rita thompson - September 17 at 12:09 AM

“

“

Beautifully said Rita.
Jennifer - September 18 at 03:32 PM

What can I say Uncle Red was a wonderful Uncle and a wonderful family man, he
worked hard to provide for his family! As a kid I couldn’t wait for school to be out so I
could come to your house and stay a week or two, it was a very welcoming place and
everyone was welcomed! Everyone wanted to hangout there!! I can’t express how
much you will be missed! Thank you for all the wonderful childhood memories
Love you and love this amazing family
R.I.P God bless you

Debbie Baker - September 16 at 11:40 AM

“

For my Father, the most magnificent man I know and am honored to call my Dad.
Although there has been many miles between us, I felt close to you and this
exceptional family you have made. Rather we were spending time together or all
those miles apart, you had that way of comforting everyone that kept us close, thank
you. I will miss you forever. As you would say 'I love each and everyone of you'.
From my family here to all of you, I know Dad is proud of all you do and are doing!
Always in my prayers, Fredia

fredia wright - September 15 at 08:35 PM

“

Dad I just want to thank you for loving us so much and taking good care of us and
always being there no matter good Times bad Times Jaxon and Hali thought the
world of you as we all do and just thank you for being an awesome dad father
grandfather and great grandfather.You were an awesome example for others to
follow and no one could ask for a better person. Words could never express the
emptiness we feel without you but your memory will always always be in our hearts
forever we love you so much dadgWords could never express the emptiness we feel
without you but your memory will always always be in our hearts forever we love you
so much dad. From your baby girl Candy

Candace Pilcher - September 15 at 02:35 PM

“

“

Jennifer - September 18 at 03:34 PM

Mr. Ballard was an awesome man, he invited me my husband into his home for a
Christmas celebration. That’s was the most beautiful time being with his family on
this special day.
Rest In Peace Mr. Hiawatha, you have no more worries and you can hold hands with
your beautiful wife, sing and dance and praise the Lord all day long.
You will always have my love in my and husband heart.
Shereen & Shawn Firchau

shereen - September 15 at 11:55 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Faith B - September 14 at 08:43 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

rita thompson - September 14 at 08:11 PM

“
“

“

Sandy and Dad!
rita thompson - September 14 at 08:12 PM

Are these twins or what?
Shereen - September 15 at 12:05 PM

I love you papaw

Faith B - September 14 at 07:59 PM

“
“

This looks like PEACE and LOVE
fredia wright - September 17 at 08:42 PM

Oh how we enjoyed reminiscing these days. Almost as much as we did while they were
happening!🤠🥳
Jane McDaries - September 17 at 08:47 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Rita Thompson - September 14 at 07:15 PM

“
“

“

Nope Little momma looks like her daddy too.
Shereen - September 15 at 12:06 PM

All these very beautiful people!!
fredia wright - September 17 at 08:38 PM

1 file added to the album Dad at his best

Rita Thompson - September 14 at 07:04 PM

