James "Todd" Shumate
November 27, 1979 - April 7, 2020

James “Todd” Shumate, 40, passed away suddenly Tuesday, April 7, 2020.
Todd was preceded in death by “The Mam-Maw” (Joan Kaelin), Aunts, Alice and Susan.
Todd is survived by his beloved wife, Melanie Lewis Shumate, their two children, Cameron
and Kenley, who he loved very much; parents, James and Sandra Shumate; godparents,
Bill and Debbie Shumate; brother, Nick Shumate (Renee); father and mother in-law, Ken
and Deb Lewis; brother in-law, Tony Lewis (Laura), and several nephews, aunts, uncles
and cousins.
A show of love, support, and an opportunity to say goodbye will be Monday, April 13 from
11:00 am to 1:00 pm at Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home, 10600 Taylorsville Road. All
visitors are asked to remain in their vehicles as they pass by Todd and the family. Burial
will follow in St. Edward Cemetery and is limited to 10 people.
Anyone who knew Todd knows that he loved a good party! A celebration of life will be
scheduled at a later date to honor his memory.
A Go Fund Me Page to show support for the family has been established on Facebook as
“For the family of Todd Shumate”. Memories of Todd and messages of encouragement for
the family may be shared at www.Ratterman.com.
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11:00AM - 01:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Taylorsville Road
10600 Taylorsville Road, Jeffersontown, KY, US, 40299

Comments

“

I remember his last game with me. He looked over the whole team and said “this was
my first team to win a tournament at J-town” he broke down crying looking at us and
he said. “I love all you guys”. He was like a father to me. He always gave me
inspiration for baseball. He put my passion in heart into it. He made me the man I am
today.

Jack Humston - June 10 at 10:39 PM

“

Todd, we will miss you buddy. Thank you for being such a great friend to our family
and my children. I will never forget the nickname you gave our daughter
Addisyn...."Lady A" and how well you treated her and "Mav"... like they were your
own kids. You and your family are genuine people and we will always cherish the
moments we shared with you....in t-ball with the girls and everything else. Your time
came way too early. We will do everything we can to help Melanie, Kenley, and Cam
and the rest of your family now and forever. Rest in peace brother.

Tommy Potts - April 15 at 12:44 AM

“

Todd, Thank you for being the best boss I ever had. From boss to friends for a
lifetime. You were the kindest, most caring, would do anything for anyone type of
person. Your smile could light this entire world. You laugh was infectious. You loved
your family more than anyone I've ever seen. This doesn't seem real. I'll always pray
for Mel, Cam, And Kenley. Please wrap your arms around them. I cant imagine
loosing this type of presence in my home. - Tiffany Turpin

Tiffany - April 14 at 11:45 AM

“

Todd thank you for being a great boss & for being there for me during my difficult
time in August. Continued prayers to Melanie , Cameron, Kenley & the rest of the
family. May God bless each of you.

Alesia Williams - April 13 at 03:48 PM

“

Todd, thank you for being such an amazing boss and mentor! I am so thankful to
have had you in my corner for support during some of the hardest times in my life.
Even though you were located in GH, you always made us feel like your were
present with us in Houston. There are so many kind words to be said about you that I
would need another page to do so. You will truly be missed by myself and so many
others. My family and I are sending prayers and our deepest condolences to all those
affect by your loss. You will forever be the "best boss!"

Tamara Meshack-Jammer
Tamara - April 13 at 11:10 AM

“

Melanie, Cameron and Kenley, our prayers are with you in your time of need. There
is nothing that can be said at this time that would make this easier I wish there was a
way to ease your mind just know that God is with you and will always be, just call out
to him.
Love Randy & Theresa Yates

Theresa Yates - April 13 at 10:24 AM

“

Melanie, Cameron, and Kenley.....my heart is heavy and my prayers are with you.
There is nothing I can say to you or that has already been told to you about Todd and
what he meant to everyone. He was an amazing person and lived by many. Thank
you for sharing him with me all these years and I enjoyed always being around all of
you. I will continue to prayer for healing and I hope that your hearts will be happy
again. There is a void shared by many and you will always be loved by us all. I love
you guys!

Angie Dunagan - April 12 at 03:35 PM

“

Well Todd, you have transitioned to an eternal life. Well done! You will be missed by
many and forever loved. Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal.

Valarie Roberts Allen - April 12 at 08:59 AM

“

When I first got the call I made the team it all took off from there, I had lots of good
moments with you, you’ve made me love baseball as much as I do and taught me so
much, fly high up there we will all miss you.

Cayden Perry - April 11 at 07:47 PM

“

Damn Big Shu! I don’t do anything to be behind the plate with you pitching against
Fern Creek. You are so special to so many people. It still doesn’t feel real. I’ll miss
seeing you from time to time. Hearing you say “What’s up Mendy!” Rest easy Shu

Josh Mendelsohn - April 10 at 04:34 PM

“

The only time I saw Todd indecisive was deciding which chili was worse – Skyline or
Gold Star. Being from the East Coast, I had never heard of “Cincinnati Style Chili” but
was eager to try it. When Todd found out that I was planning to try Gold Star at the
airport before returning to Philadelphia, he told me in no uncertain terms that eating
Gold Star before an airplane ride was a recipe for disaster! I followed his advice – but
Todd did acquiesce to taking a group of us to the local Skyline as long as he could
see my face when I first tasted the chili. I actually felt a little badly when I tasted it
and kind of liked it. But being the true man that he was, he never held that against
me! Todd, thank you for being the man that you are and for the knowledge and the
laughs that we shared in the all too brief time we worked together. You will be missed
and always remembered.

Christopher Murray - April 10 at 04:22 PM

“

Baby, I can’t believe you aren’t here with me. My heart is in a million pieces and I
don’t know how I will be able to pick them up with a huge part missing. You touched
so many peoples lives and it’s amazing to see everyone’s love for you during this
time. You helped me bring two amazing kids into this world and my promise to you is
to continue to raise them to the best of my ability and make you proud. Please watch
over us and keep us safe until we see you again. I love you baby! Love your
Beautiful Princess!

Melanie Shumate - April 10 at 02:35 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

James Overstreet - April 10 at 02:31 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Christoher Murray - April 10 at 01:07 PM

“

I have only known Todd since he and I began working together this past Fall. Hearing the
news of his passing was for me like being hit with a sledgehammer. My sense of loss was
both professional and personal. Todd was both technically savvy and collaborative. He
believed that his knowledge and Call Center acumen was there to be shared with others –
such as with me. Todd enabled my transition to become a successful FI QA Manager by
providing me with all of tools and knowledge that I needed. There was never a time when
he was too busy to answer my questions or provide me with his keen insight. But as
impressed as I was with his Call Center and business prowess, I was even more impressed
by his Leadership. The true Quality of a Leader is defined by those that follow him or her.
Todd was a true Leader, someone who made work feel a little bit less like work. His attitude
was that we all have to work hard – but it doesn’t have to always feel like work. He was a
friend to all – and he is going to be truly missed. I send my deepest and most sincere
condolences to his family. I am grateful for the privilege of knowing such an exceptional
man.
Christopher Murray - April 10 at 04:04 PM

“

Todd, I can't begin to express the love dad and I hoed for you, and always will. We
are so proud of you and your family. No words will ever convey our sorrow. My heart
is so broken, I don't think it will ever heal I promise you we will always love, help, and
support Melanie, Cameron and Kenley to the best of our ability. I know you will
always watch over them from heaven, and that is comforting. I know they were your
world, as you were their's. You always cared about your family, and forever will. We
are so glad that God gave you to us, but the time wasn't long enough. We never
imagined we would bw saying good-bye forever so soon. You will be missed
tremendously by so many.

Love you forever, Mom and dad
Sandra Shumate - April 10 at 10:26 AM

“

Todd I will never forget the young man you became, every time we came home from
Wisconsin when you were a young man, I’ll never forget how polite you were, every
time I saw you you were always side by side with Nick....it just doesn’t seem like this
is real....Tiffany loved having you as her cousin along with Justin and Jessica...we
will never forget you and the love you had for Mel and the kids was so undeniable....I
loved seeing the pictures of you guys together and the fun you would have....Rest in
Peace with aunt Joan until we see you again...love your cousin Patty

Patty Price - April 10 at 12:38 AM

“

Todd how can I let my oldest son go. How can Bi”11”” and I let you go. We love you
so deeply and we are so proud of you. You were an amazing big brother to Nick. The
hurt and sorrow we feel will never go away. We have a huge whole in our hearts. We
we told you good bye Tuesday night all I could see was you playing ball with Nick,
Travis, Keith and all the other guys on are street. The endless summer days at the
pool, the drive in movie shows, our f trip flying to Disney world, your graduations
yours and Melanie’s wedding, bites of Cameron and Kenley. We have been so
blessed to have you in our life. We will take care of Melanie, Cameron and Kenley
the very best we can to honor you and your love of them. I was so lucky to be you
second momma. We love you to the moon and back my son. Forever heart broken.

Debbie Shumate - April 09 at 10:48 PM

“

Todd and I started as coworkers and quickly became close friends. Friends became
brothers. Todd treated his friends like family. My heart is heavy but I think it's
because all the love he held for us came back to each of us when he was called
home. My thoughts and prayers are with his beloved family and friends. May God
hold him in the palm of His hand. Rest easy, friend.

Chip DeSimone - April 09 at 09:56 PM

“

Todd was one of the nicest Guys I ever met. I spoke to him last before Christmas 2019 and
I congratulated him on being right about the success of Lamar Jackson. He was all smiles
as he always was whether you were talking about his beloved Family or his Louisville
Cardinals. He will be missed and may he RIP.
Glenn Caudle - April 09 at 10:27 PM

“

Todd was like a brother to me, words can’t describe how much he will be missed.
Prayers to Melanie, Cameron, Kenley, and family. Love and miss you bro.

Cory Saranchak - April 09 at 09:45 PM

“

Todd was the epitome of all great things. He was gifted with turning any situation into
an event of fun and laughter. I am blessed that I will continue to see his light shine
everyday but especially in my husband because there is no denying the uncanny
likeness these “brothers” shared in common. I cannot imagine this world without his
smile and laughter. However, I know his legacy will be carried on with his wife and
children. Love and miss you, Todd.

Renee Shumate - April 09 at 09:28 PM

“

Harold and I watched Todd grow into one of the finest men around. So many
memories. From Deb and bill’s backyard, to trying to be the one to make THE
biggest splash off the diving board at J’Town pool. So many family parties at Deb and
a Bill’s, and at Joan’s backyard. So proud to be an ”extended” part of Todd’s family.
There is a video “somewhere” that we need to find of a Todd at St. Edward, playing
the xylophone, during music in our schools week, that is a treasure. I hope at some
point, that Melanie, Cam, and Kenley are able to watch with a smile
Love and
prayers to all. Mary Jo and Harold

Mary Jo Elder - April 09 at 09:01 PM

“

Melanie, I can't begin to tell you how sorry I am. I will miss Todd very much. His smile
whenever he came to the cafe always brightened my day.
Loretta

Loretta Urschel - April 09 at 09:00 PM

“

I have so many memories of Todd and each one is centered around laughter. I will
miss laughing with you more than anything. Prayers and love to Melanie, Cameron,
and Kenley.

Amanda Nord - April 09 at 08:48 PM

“

This guy came into our family 16 years ago. He gave our daughter a wonderful
home,and two great children,the love and support all that he had. We will miss him
forever.

Ken and Deb - April 09 at 08:37 PM

“

I mean where do I even begin that was my dad and every moment was a good
moment I love him so much

Cameron Shumate - April 09 at 07:57 PM

“

Cameron your dad was one of the greatest people and even a greater friend. Your dad
loved you, your sister and mom so much. He inspired so many people and will be missed
by many. So sorry for your loss.
Travis - April 09 at 08:45 PM

“

My heart is broken for you and your family Cameron. Your dad was a great guy and an
awesome coworker. I can’t imagine what y’all are going through right now but just know
that there are hundreds of people sending you guys lots of hugs, prayers and well wishes.
Sue Duncan - April 09 at 08:55 PM

“

He loved you with everything he had in him & was so proud of you- will ALWAYS be proud
of you. Never ever forget that Cameron
He may not be with you physically but is always right by your side in spirit. You are never
alone.
Love you buddy
Heather Perry-Ernspiker - April 09 at 09:37 PM

“

Cam, when I saw you and hugged you two nights ago when our world changed
forever.....that WAS your dad hugging me. Your dad raised you to be a great young man. I
see him in every part of you. Your smile, your sense of humor, your love for everyone, your
kind heart. You ARE your dad. He will always be with you. He’s in your heart and in your
mind FOREVER! He loved you more than anything in this world. You are his greatest
accomplishment. Nobody will ever be able to do the things your dad has done and I don’t
know anyone who has touched the lives of so many people. I’m here for you. We’re all here
for you. I love you.
Nick - April 09 at 10:27 PM

“

Oh Cam he loved you so much and was so proud of you! You will always remember the
things he taught you. Buddy I lost my dad when I was 16 and there isn’t a day that will go
by that a piece of him won’t come to your heart and mind.
We love you kiddo and miss Kenley. Cry, laugh, talk about him with your mom and sis. Live
the beautiful life that he wanted for you. Hugs to you all Cam
Jennifer Fleming - April 09 at 10:37 PM

“

Cameron your dad is smiling down from heaven on you, mom and Kenley. He loves you 3
more than anything. We all love you three. We can’t take his place but we are all lined up to
help, love and support you, mom and Kenley. I was dad’s second mom and I am your
Bebba forever. Bi”11” and I love you all with all our hearts.
Debbie Shumate - April 09 at 10:39 PM

“

Oh Cam, I'm so sorry for you, Kenney and your mom. I haven't seen you all for a long time
but will never forget how wonderful your mom and dad was. You probably won't remember
me, but I was your MS Larla. You and your family are forever in my heart.
Carla Goodlett - April 10 at 01:56 PM

“

Cam, words cannot express my sorrow for you and your family. We spent many hours all
loving the game of baseball together, in Grassland, on and off the field. YOU were and still
ARE your dad’s ALL TIME FAVORITE player!!! He loved those moments with you, you
could see it and MOST Definitely hear it (ha ha)! He loved seeing you out on the mound
and when you struck guys out or made a key hit in the game there was no voice but Todd’s
that you could hear louder...HE is your biggest fan. Your Dad taught me how to be “Coach”.
He taught me how to LOVE all the players as if they were my own, through his words (oh
those speeches from the bucket ha ha) and through his actions. His greatest teaching I
think, is “never give be up” “to always be HUNGRY” and he leveraged the famous saying
“hard work beats talent...”. I encourage YOU Cam to hold your head up high, do the things
your dad taught you and do them to the BEST of your abilities...be the MAN just like your
dad, and glean wisdom from your family and friends along the way as he did. Know we are
hear for you and always will be. You are forever one of my sons. I love you buddy. Coach
James.
James Overstreet - April 10 at 02:26 PM

“

Thinking about you Cameron. Your Dad was a wonderful man and you are following in his
footsteps. Thank you for sharing him with me! Hope your heart heals soon and take care of
your Mom and Kenley.

you!

Angie Dunagan - April 12 at 03:39 PM

“

Melanie, Cameron, Kenley and all that knew and loved Todd. Jim and I, as new neighbors
were not fortunate to know him well but as I read each of these messages I felt as if I had
known him forever. What a true blessing he was to so many. Melanie, please know that we

mourn of your loss and that we are here if you need anything. May God give you peace
and comfort in the days ahead.
With our deepest sympathy,
Jim and Becky Rogers
431 Pike Street
Becky Rogers - April 13 at 11:59 AM

