Reverend James E. Wuerth
March 6, 1942 - March 7, 2020

Reverend James E. Wuerth, MSF priest ordained to the title of service to the Church died
at Nazareth Home and entered into Eternal Life Saturday, March 7, 2020.
Father Jim was born in Louisville to the late Eddie Paul and Mary Ruth Wuerth on March
6, 1942. He attended Holy Family Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri and graduated with his
Master of Divinity and was later ordained at Most Blessed Sacrament June 13, 1971. He
would serve many assignments through his long, distinguished, and loving vocation as a
priest. His parish involvements included those in Corpus Christi and Brownsville, Texas,
along with service to the Louisville, San Antonio, St. Louis and Los Angeles Archdioceses.
Left to cherish his memory are his siblings, Ruth Ann Wuerth, Lucille Wuerth Tangel, Mary
Frances Wuerth Wright (Jerry), Bob Wuerth (Nancy), Joe Paul Wuerth (Maria), and Bill
Wuerth; and 54 nieces, nephews, and great nieces and nephews.
The family would like to offer a special thanks for the care and devotion afforded to him by
the nurses, staff, and administration of Nazareth Home at 2000 Newburg Road. Please
know how much he cherished every moment spent serving others alongside their
wonderful staff.
Visitation will be 2-8 p.m. Monday at Ratterman and Sons, 3800 Bardstown Road. A
Funeral Mass will be celebrated 10 a.m. Tuesday at Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church – Louisville, with burial to follow in Calvary Cemetery at a later date.
Memorial contributions may be made to Missionaries of the Holy Family, 3014 Oregon
Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118 or online at www.MSF-America.org. Online condolences
may be shared at www.Ratterman.com.
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Comments

“

The world has lost a living saint in my eyes. Father Jim first came into my life when I
was baptized just a few months old while he was at Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Seguin. He kept the picture of my baptism on his desk; he had such long sideburns
in 1980. He returned into my life as a Priest of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Seguin
Texas around 1991 and was my friend, mentor, and music director for the next seven
years. His ability to express his love for God and the people through music was truly
beauty in its purest form. He would explain how particular songs came to be and their
meaning within the Catholic Church. We would watch in awe as his hands and feet
moved across the entire spectrum of the organ and brought shouts of life into the
church when it was packed on Sunday or empty on days of practice. Teenage years
can be the toughest years on a kid because so many things happen but Father Jim
never judged me and he always showed the deepest care and concern over any
topic brought to his attention. He was the priest who heard my confessions over all
those years and lifted me up in my times of youthful doubt. I am now turning 40 and
his words, lessons, and inspiration are still the example of which I lead my family with
today. He came to visit us at Our Lady in Seguin TX just a few years ago and I got to
see him celebrate the mass. After church, in farewell, I was hesitant to say my name
for fear that time may not have been kind to his memory. The look on his face when
he recognized me is a moment I will hold in my heart forever. His eyes lit up and he
hugged me and told me about the picture that he still had to that day. He said,
"Adam, when I came to San Antonio they did not let me bring all of my belongings
but I still have your picture in St. Louis." He then turned to the others around me and
told the crowd with a big smile and his eyes lit up that he had baptized me when I
was "just a little baby." Knowing the kind of man Father Jim was it is no surprise to
me that he has so many stories posted to this thread and I appreciate you taking the
time to share this moment with me. Love - Adam Molina

ADAM MOLINA - March 27, 2020 at 03:09 PM

“

Fr. Jim was a beautiful person....always loving with a beautiful smile and "God bless
you!' I visited him as often as I could at Nazareth Home and hope I gave him as
much joy and peace as he gave me! I'm happy I got to meet some of the family on
one of the 'last' days...and pray for all of you as you grieve your loss. However!! you
now have a "loving Presence" with you forever! I am sure he is sending blessings as
you need them and/or ask!! Take care and thanks Fr. Jim for your loving presence at
Nazareth Home...you will live on in our hearts! S. Mary Anne Burkardt, scn

S. Mary Anne Burkardt, scn - March 11, 2020 at 12:41 PM

“

I am blessed to have known Jimmy and that is what I have called him for over 70
years. We walked to Mass in the morning with his sisters and he was a kind and
gentle soul that I called my saint on earth. I now have another angel in heave to
watch over me. My love to the Wuerth family and all who knew him because we have
all lost a true friend and saint.

Beverly Ann Porter - March 10, 2020 at 06:14 PM

“

I knew Fr. Jim while he pastored St. Wenceslaus Church in St. Louis where my father
worked alongside him as his deacon. We had a special connection because he knew
I lived in Kentucky, his home state. Father Jim’s kindness, gentleness and patience
permeated everything he did and said. He also had a great love for music which he
tried to incorporate into his liturgies. He has been very much missed since his
retirement, but it is good to know he is now relieved of his physical suffering! May he
enjoy the angelic choirs of heaven and continue to pray for us whose lives he
touched so meaningfully!

Gwen Hall - March 10, 2020 at 08:59 AM

“

Laura Dungan lit a candle in memory of Reverend James E. Wuerth

Laura Dungan - March 09, 2020 at 01:03 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to all the Wuerth Family for your loss. We remember some of
you from a lot of years ago at St. Ann. A loving Mother and Father and some of the
kids that went to school for a time. God Bless and Keep you all in His Loving care
during this sad time. The Mingus Family.

Edna Frederick - March 09, 2020 at 12:32 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Fr. Jim's family. While working at Nazareth home, I would
always look forward to talking with Fr. Jim when he was in the front lobby. He was
certainly a great ambassador for Christ- kind and gentle and caring. May we keep
your beautiful spirit with us forever! Rest in peace dear friend, Peggy Nix

Peggy Nix - March 09, 2020 at 12:25 PM

“

I met Fr. Jim when he came to be our priest at Our Lady of Guadalupe church in
Seguin, Texas. He was indeed a great priest with a loving soul and gentle spirit. He
had an immense love for everyone. Fr. Jim was an example of Jesus. I will miss him
greatly and will remember him always. I know Fr. Jim is resting in peace, surrounded
in God's glory and wearing a crown for his kindness to all. Praying for peace and
comfort for the family.

Ellie Jimenez Cisneros - March 09, 2020 at 11:50 AM

“

From the moment I met Reverend Jim I always felt the Holy Spirit while in His
presence. He was a devoted follower of Our Lord Jesus Christ and Our Father God. I
miss Him but I'm comforted to know He is with Our Father God and Our Lord Jesus
Christ in Heaven. Rest in Peace. Jesse Jimenez.

Jesse Jimenez - March 09, 2020 at 11:45 AM

“

Fr. Jim was a great man. He was a devoted priest who loved his work and loved his
parish family. We had the honor to get to know him while he was at St. Wenceslaus
in St. Louis and he was one of the kindest, gentlest souls we have ever known. He
will be missed.
Joe and Maurie Plassmeyer

Joe Plassmeyer - March 09, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

I was blessed to have Father Jim as my pastor at St Wenceslaus in St Louis. He was
a wonderful, kind, warm and loving priest. He was a holy, faith-filled priest and was a
blessing for all who knew him. My sincere condolences I extend to his family. May
Father Jim rest in the peace of our loving God for all eternity. I can hear him singing
God's praises in heaven.
Darlene Doerr

Darlene Doerr - March 09, 2020 at 08:58 AM

“

Fr. Jim will be greatly missed at Nazareth Home. He was kind, gentle, selfless and
always appreciative. I am so grateful for the time I was able to spend with him.
Julie Kane

Julie Kane - March 08, 2020 at 08:32 PM

“

Father Jim was truly loved at Holy Family Church in Edinburg, Texas. His spiritual
leadership, humility, and kindness were a perfect example of Christ's mission on
Earth. Our family missed him terribly when he left. We got to visit with him a couple
of times after he left. Like him, there has been no other. He has been and always will
be in our hearts. With Love, Minga and Marcelino Ybarra, Cindy Ybarra Graham,
Yvette Ybarra Zamorano, Yvonne Ybarra and Rose Ybarra

Cynthia Graham - March 08, 2020 at 01:45 PM

