Joan Marguerite Voor Grisanti
July 9, 1927 - July 13, 2020

Joan Marguerite Voor Grisanti, born in Louisville, Kentucky on July 9, 1927, died
peacefully early on July 13, 2020 at Nazareth Home. After thoroughly pouring out all her
gifts and talents, insight and faith, grace and wit, she was happily satisfied with a well-lived
life of 93 years.
Her children were able to have limited in-person visits with her during her last week, and
shared fond memories, video calls with grandchildren, and music. On the evening of July
12, her son Chris played a recording of “The Messiah” by G.F. Handel and expressed
hope that she will soon enjoy meeting him face to face. The Messiah, that is, although we
are sure she’d enjoy meeting Handel as well.
She attended St. Francis of Assisi and St. Vincent de Paul grade schools, graduated from
Ursuline Academy in 1945, and attended Spaulding College. She married Ferdinand
“Ferd” Grisanti in 1952.
Joan was extraordinarily good natured. She and Ferd raised seven children together,
imparting their deep faith, strong work ethic and a fondness for Northern Italian cuisine
(compliments of Ferd). She was as generous with her hospitality as with her rich sense of
humor. She was a captive audience, however she herself couldn’t tell a funny story
without getting so tickled in the telling that she would close her eyes and lift her hands
helplessly, surrendering to her own amusement.
She inspired, challenged, and applauded all who knew her. She volunteered at the Little
Way Pregnancy Resource Center in Louisville. A founding (and lifetime) member of St.
Gabriel Catholic Parish, she also served on the St. Gabriel Art and Environment
Committee, creating many banners (and friendships). She avidly supported the Passionist
Priests of Louisville, and Saint Xavier High School.
Joan loved attending ballets and concerts, plays and musicals, operas, art shows,
Christmas pageants, ball games, weddings, and graduations. And she especially loved
treating her family and friends to dinner at her favorite restaurant!
She was preceded in death by her husband, Ferdinand, her daughter-in-law Kathy Koch
Grisanti, her parents Ruth Marguerite (Hilsabeck) Voor and Bernard Herman Voor, and
three siblings: John Voor, Bernie Voor and Angela Voor Vivona.
She is survived by her children: Vincent (Debbie), Paul, Gemma (Mark Eberle),

Christopher (Gemma), Dominic (Ellen), Jerome (Alice) and Greg (Penny). She is also
survived by 16 grandchilden; David (Erin), Anna (Matt), Diana (Steve), Nicholas (Anne
Marie), Joseph (Katherine), David (Tari), Jonathan, Kevin, Julie (Dave), Alan (Meredith),
Katie, Maggie, Caitlin, Anna (Jerry), Shelby and Molly and by 13 great grandchildren;
Clara, Jacob, Leo, Victor, Francis, Sallie, Evelyn, Madelyn, Molly, Ben, Serena, Lincoln,
Judah, with two more on the way. She is also survived by several siblings: Mary (George)
Motiff, Jim Voor, and Rev. Joseph Voor.
The family thanks the loving staff at Nazareth Home for all the care and connection they
have extended these past six years.
Visitation will be Wednesday, July 15, at Ratterman & Sons (10600 Taylorsville Road),
Jeffersontown, from 3 pm to 7pm. Masks required please.
Funeral Mass Thursday at St. Gabriel, 5505 Bardstown Road 10 am. Fr. Jim Mudd will
celebrate.
Burial will follow at Calvary Cemetery. Expressions of sympathy may be directed to the
Pregnancy Resource Center or to the building fund of St. Gabriel parish. Online
condolences may be shared at www.ratterman.com.
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Comments

“

I was really saddened to hear of Joan’s death She was on my St Gabriel Respect
Life committee for many years and I always enjoyed talking to her.
Peggy Boone

Peggy Boone - July 31, 2020 at 10:04 PM

“

13 files added to the album Memories Album

Greg Grisanti - July 25, 2020 at 07:35 AM

“

I was very sorry to hear of Joan’s passing and am reminded of the wonderful things
that she and the entire Grisanti family have done for me. When it was no longer
possible for me to continue paying for college, Fred and Joan took me into their
home. Dominic gave me his room while he was away at college. Paul and Vince
gave me a job at the family restaurant where I worked with Jerome, Gregg and often
with Chris.
I was welcomed fully into the family’s life and social events. During this time Gemma
returned to Louisville bringing the whole family together for weekend basketball
sessions in the back drive and special projects at Vince’s house.
Not only did this allow me to complete college but it changed a difficult time into a
tremendous adventure. I learned a vast amount n the kit hen under the family as well
as Manuel and helped cook for exciting events and guests.
I remember basement feasts with extended family, including some of Louisville’s
other great restaurant owners. I remember sitting around a kitchen table peeling jugs
of garlic with Joan and your two Aunts. I think of Joan every time I do laundry
because she took me by the arm one day and showed me the correct way to treat
stains and load a washing machine. I have been doing it that way ever since.
My last chance to see the assembled family was here in Denver when you all came
out for a wedding. I just rode my bike past the park pavilion where you arranged your
informal barbecue.
It was a delight to see you all. The entire Grisanti family carries and taught me the joy
that was so much a part of Joan’s every pursuit. I am fortunate to be able to consider
Jerome one of my closest friends and remain fond of the entire family. I wish you all
the very best and share deeply in your loss.

Bill Croke - July 18, 2020 at 06:42 AM

“

From all the Osting family in Jeffersontown and especially Paul and Mary Agnes
Osting we are very sorry for your loss of your mother and grandmother. She was a
women that was very strong and very compassionate to all her customers who came
to their restaurant. There will ever be a women like her that brightens the room when
she was in it. Thank you for the great memories and God Bless the whole Grisanti
family.
Paul Osting Sr, Paul Jr, Tim Sr., Mary Pat, Tony and Marguerite Osting Schadt

Marguerite Schadt - July 16, 2020 at 02:53 PM

“

Was saddened to hear of your mom's death. I have so many fond memories of
her. She was such a wonderful person. My husband David and I came to Ferd.s
so often to eat and she was there a lot of those times, always with a smile and
something nice to say. I have so many fond memories of Ferd's and all the
Grisanti family. My prayers and thoughts are with you all. Won't be able to
be there in person but will be there in spirit.
Gladys Woodson

Gladys Woodson - July 16, 2020 at 01:34 PM

“

To all the Grisanti family,
Our prayers are with you during this difficult time, I know Joan is resting in peace with
God and Ferd.
Lou and Jennifer Mattei

Lou Mattei - July 16, 2020 at 10:55 AM

“

To the entire Grisanti Family: Loosing a loved one is heartbreaking, especially your
Mom. After reading her obituary, her life was a life well lived. Cherish the memories
and the time you had with her. May God bless you all.
Patti Evans

Patti Evans - July 16, 2020 at 08:42 AM

“

To all of Joan’s family...I extend my sincere condolences & prayers on the passing of
your dear Mother. She was like a sister to me & we shared many trips together as
well as many days volunteering at the Little Way Pregnancy Center. I am so grateful
that Gemma arranged a brief phone call for me to wish Joan Happy Birthday in her
last days on earth. I won’t be able to attend visitation due to the virus epidemic, but I
feel that I had an even better moment with that last phone call in person. Thank you
so much Gemma!!

Barbara Sheehan - July 15, 2020 at 04:01 PM

“

What a wonderful legacy of love and laughter you have left for your family. We send
our love and prayers from the O’Haras.

Lynn O'Hara - July 15, 2020 at 02:53 PM

“

Dear Grisanti Family,
My sympathy and prayers on the death of your beautiful Mother. I have many
wonderful memories of Joan from dinners at Ferd's and her presence at Ascension
parish when she attended events for her grandchildren. I remember her smile, her
joyful spirit and her engaging personality. I was blessed to have known her as well
experience the faith and kindness that she passed on through her children. I am glad
to have known her. I regret the Covid-19 restrictions will keep me from being present
for the visitation and funeral. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. Sincerely,
John Helm

John B Helm - July 14, 2020 at 11:17 PM

“

Jerome and Alice
So sorry for the loss of your precious mother and mother-in-law, Jerome the fine
person you turned out to be reflects the fine and loving person it sounds like she
was. I know you will miss her tremendously. Each persons mother is the most
wonderful mother of all. Take care and I will pray that God give peace and strength to
you and Alice as you face your grief.
Thinking of you
Linda and Jeff Murrell

Linda Murrell - July 14, 2020 at 08:56 PM

“

Dear Grisanti Family,
My deepest sympathy in the loss of your beautiful mother. I remember vividly your
parent’s wonderful restaurant in the heart of Jeffersontown and how much my mother
and father (Joe and Pat Burch) loved it but more importantly loved your parents and
family. As a pre-teen I recall many delightful dinners spent as a family at the
restaurant and how toward the end of the evening your parents would stop by our
table and discuss everything important in 10 minutes. Life, children, sports, church,
politics and family. May God bless you as you grieve her passing yet celebrate her
life. She was a beautiful woman and on her journey to heaven to join her heavenly
family.

Susan Burch Hildebrand - July 14, 2020 at 07:27 PM

“

Dear Dominic, Ellen, Katie and Maggie
We are so sorry about the loss of your dear mother/grandmother. You and your
family are in our prayers.
Harold and Jane Kleinert

Jane Kleinert - July 14, 2020 at 06:53 PM

“

Michael Donahue lit a candle in memory of Joan Marguerite Voor Grisanti

Michael Donahue - July 14, 2020 at 06:03 PM

“

Dear Grisanti Family,
We all knew this day would come, but that doesn’t make it any easier. When we
realize we are about to lose someone we love, we want just one more day, one more
hour, one more chance to tell that person how much we love her and how much we
appreciate all she did for us. For those of you who were given the opportunity to do
just that in person before your mom passed away, count yourself as blessed. And for
those of you who leaned on technology to offer a smile of farewell or a word of
comfort during the past week, you, too, were fortunate to be able to help ease the
final steps of her life’s journey.
Joan was definitely a one-of-a-kind, break-the-mold kind of person. Whether she was
laughing or fussing, she threw her whole self into what she had to say. And for all of
her 93 years, she had a LOT to say, flavoring her conversations with equal parts
passion and compassion.
The lovely tribute that is her obituary provides an extensive list of the family members
who will miss Joan so deeply in the coming months and years. But there may not be
enough paper and ink in this entire city to list all of the people who will miss her
because she made them FEEL like family. Her example of how to live each day with
good-humored kindness is a legacy that will continue to make the world a better
place. May you find peace in the knowledge that she will live on in the memory of all
those whose hearts she touched by opening her own.
Joyce (Bornschein) and Bill Barnes

joyce barnes - July 14, 2020 at 08:19 AM

