John Vincent East
January 12, 1928 - January 8, 2021

JOHN VINCENT EAST, 92, passed away peacefully in the early morning of Friday,
January 8, 2021.
A modern man, John embraced change and every new advancement with the enthusiasm
of an explorer and the mindfulness of a historian. He was always ready with an instructive
story or witty “Pop Pop” joke.
Born in Indiana in 1928, his parents taught John and his five older siblings the values of
education, hard work and public service. At age 17, he enlisted in the Army to serve his
country during World War II. Upon graduation from Indiana University, he became a
committed civil servant. He worked for over four decades as a Federal Appeals Agent at
the Internal Revenue Service and later the Kentucky Department of Revenue. While
working at the IRS, John continued his education, earning his law degree at the University
of Louisville. He became passionate about tax law, yes, tax law, but then again, he was
passionate about pretty much everything.
It was at the IRS that John met his beloved wife, Joyce, with whom he would celebrate 42
years of marriage. With Joyce, John established a household in Hikes Point to raise their
six children. Outside of work, John spent his time manning the St. Martha concession
stand, coaching at Buechel Little League and spending time with friends at the Moose
Lodge. He was an avid beer and wine maker and also a proud blood donor, contributing
over 50 gallons to the Red Cross.
After retirement, John’s curiosity and zeal for life brought him new interests, new
friendships and, with the birth of each grandchild, new audiences to teach and lessons to
impart. Always an epicurean, he began making his own kefir and perfecting his delicious
baby back ribs. He enjoyed spending his winters in Florida, visiting his sons and
grandchildren. It was there he developed his famous cocktail, the Monkey’s Eyebrow, the
recipe of which will remain a family trade secret. On Sundays, you could expect to find him
reading the New York Times or working on his Sudoku or Spelling Bee challenge. He will
be deeply missed.
John was preceded in death by his loving wife, Joyce Kroeger East, son Douglas Vincent,
his mother, Mona Corbin East, his father, Charles Marvin East and his 5 siblings. He was
also pre-deceased by 2 nieces and a nephew. He is survived by his children: Laura

Barnes (Thad), Lyn Longmeyer (Tim), Brian East, Jeff East (Allison), Melea East (Boyce
Martin), Michelle East (Suzie Moss) and his 18 loving and cherished grandchildren. He is
also survived by many loving nieces and nephews.
The family would like to express our utmost gratitude to the devoted individuals at the
Louisville VA Medical Center and Masonic Homes of Kentucky for their thoughtful and
professional care and to express a special thank you to Janet Ellis and Malik Rimmon
Pilgrim who looked after John with love and compassion.
Due to Covid-19, the family will hold a private visitation and Mass at St. Martha Parish. In
lieu of flowers, the family requests gifts or donations be made to the American Red Cross
or DAV. Online condolences may be shared at http://www.Ratterman.com.

Cemetery
Cave Hill
701 Baxter Avenue
Louisville, KY,

Comments

“

It was my privilege to know John East and to be a part of his "extended family"
through my daughter Allison and his son Jeff. His knowledge was endless as to
about any subject. I learned much by just listening and asking questions. Phyllis and
I send our prayers to his entire family especially for the days ahead! The richness of
his legacy will remain for generations to come!

Gary & Phyllis Clark - January 17, 2021 at 03:38 PM

“

Our prayers are with the East family with the loss of their father, and grandfather. We
have vivid memories of John enjoying his family and especially his grandchildren. He
was a strong and proud husband, father, and grandfather. Praying that your fondest
memories carry you in your grief. The Wynne and East Family

Gail Wynne - January 12, 2021 at 08:04 PM

“

I remember my Mom & Dad would play cards with Joyce & John. John would get the
biggest kick out of my Dad's jokes, he had a great laugh. Very sorry for East family
you guys may be friends but I consider you guys family

Tom Schiess - January 12, 2021 at 06:31 PM

“

Michelle, so sorry for the loss of your father. My prayers are with you and your family,
Darren

Darren Srebnick - January 12, 2021 at 12:34 PM

“

I worked with John for many years in the Louisville Appeals Office. John was always
fun to talk with and share stories about coaching baseball. I remember him being off
usually one afternoon per week to donate plasma at the Red Cross. He was very
proud of how much he donated. After he "retired" from Appeals, he started another
full time job at KY. John never looked or acted his age!! You will all be in my thoughts
and prayers. Your dad was a wonderful person. Now he and Joyce can be together
again.

Chuck Bauer - January 12, 2021 at 10:56 AM

“

What an amazing life! So sorry for your loss, and praying for you all, and wishing you
peace.

Kent Gardner - January 11, 2021 at 08:58 PM

