John Filiatreau
May 6, 2019

John Filiatreau, 69, of Louisville, passed away from a heart attack on Monday, May 6,
2019.
John was an esteemed journalist and columnist for The Courier-Journal during the
Bingham years, and a writer with Presbyterian Church USA. He was a lifelong poet. He
was a spectacular husband, father and grandfather, a great friend, a splendid wit, and had
an amazing gift for sarcasm. He was a member of Alcoholics Anonymous for 43 years,
helping hundreds of alcoholics find peace and sobriety. He struggled with crippling
depression, usually overcoming it for the sake of his family. He was one of the most
generous, good-hearted humans ever born. And he had a consuming passion for
aquarium fish, particularly cichlids.
He is survived by his wife Katy, daughters Maggie Hendrix (Bill) and Amy Filiatreau (Matt
Mayer), and beloved grandchildren Andrew Nash-Hendrix, John Renfrow, Sam Hendrix,
Matthew Hendrix and Kathryn Hendrix, sisters Cathy Pank, Martha Kastensmidt, and
Libby Filiatreau, and dozens of nieces, nephews, and others he loved, including two
adoring cats, Flame and Shadow.
He was preceded in death by his parents Joseph B. Filiatreau Sr. and Mabel McIntyre
Filiatreau, as well as siblings Bernie, Mary, Kay, Alma, sister-in-law Helen, and nephews
Bobby and Pete.
Visitation will be from 3 pm – 7 pm on Friday, May 10 at Ratterman Funeral Home on
Bardstown Road. A private celebration of life with the family will be planned.
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Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

Comments

“

I was a newspaper journalist for 33 years, 30 of those as an editor at The CourierJournal. In all those years, i never encountered a better or more literate writer than
John Filiatreau. His life, early and late, was not easy, but his personal experience
give him a frame of reference to understand the stories — whether of his struggles
with The Maw in his back yard or his Catholic education and history — he would tell
his readers. He knnew the English language as few other did, and he was quite
familiar with Kentucky from one end to the other. One other distinguishing wait: He
was comfortable with all sorts of people—from the drunk on the street to the chief
attorney at the biggest law firm in town.
Harold Freeman
A C-J editor from Feb. 1978 till July 1, 2008

Harold Freeman - May 13, 2019 at 11:34 PM

“

I have met a lot of people over the years and some leave a lasting memory. John
was one of those people. It has been a honor to know him and call him friend. Not
because of his career or psosition in the comunity, just for being John. You will be
missed.
Joseph Carter

Joseph Carter - May 10, 2019 at 10:50 AM

“

I was most fortunate to work with John for many years at The Courier-Journal. His
talent, humor and love of journalism improved the lives of countless people. He will
be missed.
Glenn Nesmith

H. Glenn Nesmith - May 09, 2019 at 10:11 PM

“

I remember John’s columns in the Courier Journal. My sympathy to his family and to
all who knew and loved him.

K. Riley - May 08, 2019 at 08:56 PM

“

I only met John a few years back but immediately felt a connection with him. I spoke
with him often and he offered advice, compassion, and a great sense of humor. It all
seems surreal at the moment, but I'm sure soon it will sink in. To his family I want to
sincerely thank you and offer my condolences. John was a ray of light for me when
times got dark. I will truly miss him, our conversations, and his splendid sense of
humor.

Devin - May 08, 2019 at 06:19 PM

