Joseph W. "Bill" Riggs
September 6, 1954 - June 8, 2019

RIGGS, JOSEPH W. “BILL”, of Louisville, born September 6,1954, returned home to his
heavenly Father on June 8, 2019, after a 5-year struggle with Idiopathic Pulmonary
Fibrosis. Bill was a man of faith and kindness who loved his family above all else. He was
a sought after source of leadership and counsel for his family and many friends. He was a
proud member of the labor movement and a ceaseless advocate for working people.
After a successful start as a union leader at the United Food and Commercial Workers
Local 227, Bill was selected to serve in the Kentucky Labor Cabinet eventually being
appointed Secretary of the Cabinet by Governor Brereton Jones. Bill continued his state
government service during the Patton administration as Deputy Secretary and Legislative
Director in the Workforce Development Cabinet. Upon Governor Patton’s re-election, Bill
was asked to serve as Chief of Staff to the Lieutenant Governor. He consulted for multiple
labor groups during a four-year hiatus from state government. Upon the election of
Governor Steve Beshear, Bill served as Legislative Director and Chief of Staff for the
Kentucky Finance Cabinet. In 2016, he retired as Executive Director of the Kentucky
Workers Compensation Funding Commission.
Bill was predeceased by his angelic daughter, Amy Marie; his parents, Ed and Rose
Riggs; and his sister, Barbara Capps.
Bill is survived by his wife, Carolyn; son Charlie; daughter-in-law, Kim; grandchildren,
Poppy and Liam; son, Brian; daughter-in-law, Marlana; Carolyn’s son, Collin (Jenn); and
grandchildren, Alyssa and Hayden. He is also survived by eight siblings, many nieces and
nephews, and an abundance of friends.
A Service of Christian Burial will be held 10 a.m., Wednesday, June 12, 2019, at
Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home; 3800 Bardstown Road. Visitation will be held from 1 – 8
p.m., Tuesday at Ratterman & Sons. He will be interred in Cave Hill Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to WHAS Crusade for Children.

Condolences may be left by going online to www.Ratterman.com.
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Comments

“

What an incredibly smart man! I enjoyed him so much. He was the Frankfort kind of
smart, always made you feel heard with big warmth and policy knowledge. I am sorry
your time together was so short, Carolyn. It seems like the most talented people, the
ones with so much to offer society, are gathered ahead of schedule. I don't
understand it, or why he had to suffer, but hope that gratitude will be your guide in
the days ahead. He left a trail of good works and solid relationships at work and at
home and his memory will be a blessing. I never met anyone quite like him and he is
kicking up gold dust now, this part we know for sure.

Janet Pinkston - June 14 at 11:25 AM

“

Bill and I met 37 years ago, when we both started working at local 227. Bill was
intelligent, caring, giving and most important a Godly man. We didn’t see each other
a lot after we left the local but we always found time to give each other a call to catch
up on our families and stay in touch. I pray God will comfort his lovely wife Carolyn
and his sons Charlie and Bryan. He was so proud of each of you. Rest In Peace my
friend, your work on earth is done.

Judy Gootee - June 11 at 08:39 PM

“

My wife Amal and I Live in the house next to the house of Joseph W. "Bill" Riggs and
his wife , Carolyn.
Every time he passes by me he will stop his car and exchange few nice words with
me. When my wife became seriously ill he would tell me that she is in his thoughts
and prayers.
I witnessed him when he used to take care of his yard and when he became ill in
both situations he was cheerful and a very pleasant person.
May he rest in peace.

From Farouk and Amal Musa
Farouk A Musa - June 11 at 03:48 PM

“

Bill was truly a gentle giant who adored his God and his family. I had the privilege of
sharing an office suite with him in the Governor's office. One of our favorite memories
is the day I showed him how to take at least two bites of a cookie. His memory will
always make me grateful for our friendship. Rest in peace Gentle Giant.

Hollis Rosenstein - June 10 at 08:49 PM

“

Kentucky lost a giant this weekend. Bill was a big, imposing man, who could not have
been more gentle or compassionate to the little guy. He had incredible political and
policy smarts, but was never arrogant or pushy or a know-it-all. He rose to the
heights of political power in Frankfort, but never forgot the working people that he
always served. I was always value his counsel as my Chief of Staff, but I will most
cherish his friendship.

Jonathan Miller - June 10 at 10:18 AM

“

Bill was a faithful servant of the Commonwealth. He was a wise and effective teacher
of multiple governance lessons and strategies. I am a better man for having learned
from and worked for Bill.
I thoroughly enjoyed, and could be totally engrossed by, the stories he shared about
Louisville history, Kentucky Labor issues, prior campaigns and previous
administrations. I wish I could hear more over one more lunch in Frankfort.
RIP Bill.

Ryan Green - June 10 at 08:49 AM

“

My dear friend and one of the wisest men I have ever known. I will miss our
conversations more than you will know. Rest well!

Lisle Cheatham - June 10 at 12:59 AM

“

Fond memories of Bill. Attended St. Columba and Flaget with him. Ran into him at a
fundraiser for Jack Conway a few years ago. He made a comment that has stayed
with me since then. “Heck, I thought everybody grew up across the street from an
amusement park (Fontaine Ferry)”.Godspeed fellow Flaget Brave. Thoughts and
prayers with the family.
Gerald Rogers

gerald rogers - June 09 at 09:36 PM

“

Our sincere thoughts, prayers and blessings. From Glada Mackinaw and famliy,
Henrico Virginia.

tim mack - June 09 at 08:36 PM

“

Worked for Bill at the Labor Cabinet. You couldn’t find anyone more dedicated to the
working people of Kentucky. I feel honored to have had the opportunity to know him
as a mentor and a friend.

Anthony Sansone - June 09 at 06:27 PM

“

Bill was simply one of the kindest, finest people I’ve ever known. He was extremely
well respected by governors and legislators as well as his family and many friends. It
was an honor to work with him in government and on campaigns. It has been a larger
honor to be able to have called him my friend for so many years. Godspeed, my old
friend

Russell Salsman - June 09 at 04:53 PM

“

I had the honor of working with Bill on a couple of Contracts at our plant years ago. I
had just asked a friend about Bill about a month ago. My prayers go out to the Riggs
family and Dave Riggs which I had the honor of working with in UFCW 227. There is
no doubt Bill was for the working men and women. Rest In Peace Brother.

Mike Coleman - June 09 at 03:29 PM

“

So sorry for your loss! I’ve known Bill for over 30 years and he always had something
funny to say!
R.I.P. Bill!

Jan Stuckwish - June 09 at 03:10 PM

“

Dave, Rosemary Greenwell so sorry for your loss. My prayers are with you and your
family.

Rose Greenwell - June 09 at 03:06 PM

“

Worked with Bill for many years . Proud to call him Brother. Will miss him . RIP
Brother.

Gary K Best - June 09 at 02:57 PM

“

I cant remember when I met Bill, he was always there when we were young guys .
Later we each found our life's work to be in the labor movement . I think Bill would
have been a success in anything he chose to do, but he spent his time in the service
of workers, standing up for them, organizing them, and representing them . He had a
very special touch with people that allowed him to reach out, to understand and to
make others feel they had someone on their side. Bill had a talent for finding middle
ground, reaching a resolution or agreement that made everyone they had been
included and treated fairly. I know I am fortunate to have known him and been able to
call him my friend.

Michael Leonard - June 09 at 02:52 PM

“

I was privileged to work with Bill both indirectly during his postings in the Labor
Cabinet and directly, when he served as Chief of Staff at Finance and Administration.
Bill was universally known and admired for his ability to work with people with
competing interests and particularly for his compassion for employees. He was a
wonderful friend and will be missed. Deepest sympathy to his family.

Dan Egbers - June 09 at 02:32 PM

“

I had the honor of working with Mr. Riggs in several of his positions with the Labor
Cabinet and Kentucky state government. To say he was a friend of Kentucky's
working men and women would be a gross understatement. He was so much more
than that. He was their ambassador, their protector, their voice. Mr. Riggs served the
taxpayers well and will be sorely missed by all of those with whom he came into
contact. Rest in peace, my good man.

Candace Hippe Sacre - June 09 at 02:21 PM

“

How many words does it take to describe the best boss you ever worked with, and
an individual who was a helluva man and friend to all. You will be so missed, Bill. Our
hearts are broken.

Debra B. Goodman - June 09 at 02:05 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. I worked with Bill and had a lot of respect for him. He was a
good man.

Ann Hester - June 09 at 01:59 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Bill's passing. He was a good friend and always enjoyed being around him.
George Blackburn
George - June 09 at 07:53 PM

“

Knew Bill for 20+ years always looking out for the employees & retirees when we talked
pensions - a tireless advocate for working people
Chris - June 10 at 02:01 PM

