Kenneth Carroll Woodburn, LTC (Ret)
September 6, 1961 - March 23, 2021

WOODBURN, Kenneth Carroll LTC(Ret), 59, died on 23 March 2021 after a 3 year battle
against small-cell prostate cancer. He was preceded in death by his father Carroll T.
Woodburn, his father-in-law Jack Charles Bahm, and his brother-in-law J.C. Bahm.
He is survived by his wife of 32 years, Tamala Susan Woodburn and his three daughters,
Susan, Rebecca, and Emily, all of Louisville; his mother Jeanne Woodburn, his brothers
Tom Woodburn (Jane) and Bob Woodburn (Barbara), all of Richmond, VA, and his sister,
Carol Jeanne (David Crowe) Woodburn of Charlottesville, VA. Additionally, he is survived
by his mother-in-law Sue LaRue, Deb Hatfield and his sisters-in-law Dana LaRue, Leigh
Rice, and Brandy Steiger-Chamberlain (Jessica), and his nieces Stephanie Angle (Ben),
Lindsey Brown (Chris), Anna Kortze (Jonathan) and nephews Thomas Woodburn
(Melissa), Zachary Rice, Christopher Slaughter, and Alec Chamberlain (Ashley) as well as
4 great-nephews and 2 great-nieces, 2 cousins and adopted Godson, LTJG Jacob
Shawler. He was loved by a village of family and friends, for whom we can never express
our gratitude for their endless love and support.
Ken was a graduate of James Madison University. At JMU he was a founding brother of
the JMU chapter of the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity and a student manager for the 198081 men’s basketball team, the first team from JMU to ever make the NCAA tournament.
He was commissioned through JMU’s Army ROTC program in 1984 and entered Active
Duty upon his graduation in 1985. He served 25 years on active duty, including a tour in
Saudi Arabia during Desert Storm, and continued his service after retirement serving as
the Senior Army Instructor for Butler Traditional High School’s JROTC program from 2011
until his death. We can never repay the Butler staff and faculty for their love and support
on this journey.
Ken served community as well as country. He joined the commission of the City of Hollow
Creek in the fall of 2013 as the Commissioner for Public Works and has served as Mayor
of Hollow Creek since June 2015. Ken was a member of the Kentucky Society, Sons of
the American Revolution, Gov. Isaac Shelby Chapter.

Ken was a past member of the Thoroughbred Barbershop Chorus, too many church choirs
to count, and participated in many community theaters throughout his lifetime. His first and
last performances were in Oliver. Some of his favorites were Sound of Music, Diamond
Studs, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, Dracula, and Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.
Those who know Ken well know he was an avid fan of all sports. His loyalty was always to
JMU. However, he loved basketball! Special thanks to Coach Jeff Walz and the University
of Louisville women’s basketball team for their acts of kindness and support.
The family thanks Dr. Ryan Malone at First Urology as well as the entire staff at Norton
Cancer Institute for their kind and compassionate care during Ken’s illness. Through your
efforts he lived longer and enjoyed a higher quality of life than the diagnosis suggested.
Visitation will be held on 29-30 March at Ratterman and Sons Funeral Home 3800
Bardstown Road from 2-8 PM. A Prayer Service will be held at 6:30 PM on Tuesday. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:00 AM on 31 March at St. Bernard Catholic
Church. Burial on 1 April at 1:30 PM, at the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery, Radcliff, KY.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Ken’s name to Gilda’s Club Kentuckiana or
the Butler Traditional High School Army JROTC program.

Events
MAR
29

Visitation

02:00PM - 08:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

MAR
30

Visitation

02:00PM - 08:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

MAR
31

Funeral Mass

10:00AM

St. Bernard Catholic Church
7500 Tangelo Drive, Louisville, KY, US, 40228

APR
1

Graveside Service

01:30PM

Kentucky Veterans' Central
2501 N. Dixie Boulevard, Radcliff, KY, US

Comments

“

LTC Woodburn was a big part of my life and my JROTC career. He was a big teddy
bear on the inside. I will miss our talks, he always helped me keep everything
together for class. He always kept me on the right track. He understood me.

Wyatt Johnston - March 29 at 11:51 AM

“

Pete and Marliese Brady
...our ways crossed first in Ludwigsburg, Germany and than again in Alexandria, VA.
Many beautiful memories where made....Ken you lost this awful cancer fight much to
early, you will be missed.

Marliese and Pete Brady - March 28 at 07:45 PM

“

My impression of Ken after knowing him for a short while in the Cancer support
group is his passion for teaching and his sense of humor. His obit says it all. A
dignified and respected gentleman, even while sharing his deepest fears has passed
on. He will be remembered by many and touched so many lives. My heartfelt
sympathy to his wife, three daughters, and other family and friends.

Sandy Muirhead-Gould - March 28 at 02:56 PM

“

LTC Woodburn was the absolute epitome of a gentleman and positive mentor to the
Butler JROTC program and all who had the good fortune to know him. His legacy
lives on through these young cadets. I was lucky to talk with him at events and
remember the last time I did so before pandemic...he shared that the cadets were a
driving force for him...they kept him strong. Prayers to his wife, daughters and all who
loved him through this very painful time.

Cheryl Dolson - March 28 at 10:13 AM

“

One of my favorite teachers! Just an amazing man, mentor and leader. His
dedication and love for his students was unmatched. I will truly miss him but I’m
happy he is at peace and in the best place, with God. I wish I could thank him one
more time for the amazing advice and long talks! Sending prayers to his wife, his
daughters and all that loved him dearly.

Wynter D Woods - March 26 at 08:49 PM

“

I only knew Ken through a message board that he joined to support his beloved JMU
Dukes. He went by the handle Derby City Duke and as such was fairly anonymous to
all. In spite of the freedom to do or say anything he was always a fine man to anyone
he conversed with. He apparently did not have the ability to be anything but a
gentleman, even in an internet community filled with "rivals".
I want his family, friends, and everyone to know that there are folks all across this
country that mourn with you. We live in places like Missoula, MT, Fargo ND, Lake
Charles LA, Winterville, NC, Durham NH, Durham, NC, Chesterfield, VA, Charleston,
SC, Galveston, TX, and so many more towns across America I can not list them.
Even when he did not have to be, he was just a really good dude. We all mourn the
loss of this outstanding man. I found out so much more about him from his obituary
that was so well done. Such an accomplished, great member of any community. RIP
my friend.

Troy B. - March 26 at 03:13 PM

“

How sad! There are many things I could say about my time with Ken in Germany, but
the best memory I have of him was how much he loved his girls. He was one proud
Papa. I’m sure he is looking down upon you all with a big Ken smile.

Steve Rushing - March 26 at 06:37 AM

“

I feel so blessed to have reconnected with Kenny at our 35th high school reunion.
Bonus was the blessing of meeting Tammy as well, and getting to know them. What
a loss of a great guy. Dale and I sure do miss him already. I wish we could have one
more dinner out....

Sharon Berg - March 25 at 10:53 PM

“

I worked with this great man at Butler. He is the epitome of a loyal, honorable and
trusting man. I remember fondly our conversations. Rest easy sir and thank you for a
life that changed the world for better.

Jamie Brown - March 25 at 09:15 PM

“

We are devasted by the news of Ken's passing. Although it's been 20 years since we
last saw him in Germany, we hoped to reunite since we now live closer. We've
followed his journey since his diagnosis and had remained prayerful and hopeful for
a different outcome. We are glad his suffering is finally over and know Tammy and
the girls are strong and will persevere with their own personal angel watching over
them. He was a good man who served his country, community, and family well.

George Hawver - March 25 at 06:56 PM

“

Col Woodburn was such a gentleman and a unsung hero. Everyone at Butler loved
him. Keeping his family and friends in thoughts and I send my condolences to all.
RIP Col Woodburn. Once A Bear Always A Bear

Chris Mattinhly - March 25 at 05:53 PM

“

Such a tragic loss of a true mountain of a man. My sincere condolences to the entire
family.

Sandy Allen - March 25 at 03:16 PM

“

I only met Ken briefly, at a meal when visiting Rebecca. I've never met such a warm
and loving man.

Lowie Trevena - March 25 at 01:36 PM

“

Colonel Woodburn was a great Butler teacher and loved all of his students. He had a
smile on his face every time I saw him. When I talked to him, he was always so kind
with his words. His presence will be greatly missed but I know that he is in a better
place

Kaley Redmond - March 25 at 10:29 AM

“

While I never had the good fortune to meet Ken in person, I have heard many
wonderful stories of him over the years from members of Tammy's family, with which
I am friends. I am positive that Ken was much loved and greatly respected by all his
in-laws and believe the same true for many others, too. I am sorry for Ken's passing
and for the pain his loved ones are feeling. May he rest in peace.

Ceci Mitchell - March 25 at 10:04 AM

