Kenny Machtolff
May 14, 1931 - February 16, 2020

Kenny Machtolff, 88, passed away suddenly Sunday, February 16, 2020. He was born
May 14, 1931, to the late Louis J. and Helen Hollinden Machtolff in Louisville, Kentucky.
Kenny graduated from Valley High School in 1949 and went on to serve in the United
States Air Force during the Korean Conflict.
Kenny married the love of his life, Tillie Smith, on August 1, 1953. He was a devoted,
loving husband and father of their three daughters. Kenny’s lifelong passion for aviation
continued with him serving in the Kentucky Air National Guard as a T/SGT. After leaving
the military, he earned his commercial pilot’s license and served as an aircraft mechanic
for Piedmont Airlines and the L&N Railroad. Kenny thoroughly enjoyed his 20+ years
working with Humana’s leadership as the Chief Aircraft Maintenance Officer for HAC, Inc.
After retiring, he continued meeting with his aviation friends at “the hangar” every Tuesday
morning for coffee and conversation.
Another keen interest of Kenny’s was the restoration of antique clocks including the Old
Union Station clock, Humana’s Main Street clock, and the Louisville Clock. He was a
member of the National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors, the British Sports Car
Club, Louisville Historic League and a board member of the Louisville Nature Center. He
served his community in many ways, including as a volunteer fireman with the Shively Fire
Department in the 1960’s – 70’s. The honor of Kentucky Colonel was bestowed on him in
2016. In 2018, he participated in the Bluegrass Honor Flight. Kenny was a member of St.
Helen and St. Louis Bertrand parishes, and most recently a member of St. Brigid Catholic
Church.
Kenny was a true gentleman. He lived, worked, loved and served his family with a
dignified grace rarely found among men. He leaves a lasting legacy of sacrificial love,
especially as he cared for his beautiful wife in the last years of her life. Kenny was a great
man. He always did his best and never met a stranger. He and his smile are dearly
missed.

Kenny was preceded in death by his wife of 66 years, Tillie Smith Machtolff;
granddaughter Bailey Marie Swett and son-in-law Brian Swett.
Survivors include his daughters Sharon Merker (Steve), Kim Swett, and Gayle Staber
(Karl); grandsons Karl Staber (Jill), Matt Staber, and Mitchell Swett; sister Elaine Morgan
and her children Linda, Doug and Laura; sister-in-laws Mary Rita Tackett and Janice
Smith; brother-in-law Thad Smith (Teresa); and many cousins, nieces and nephews.
Visitation will be 3-8 p.m. Friday at Ratterman and Sons, 3800 Bardstown Road. His Mass
of Christian Burial will be at 11 a.m. Saturday at St. Brigid Catholic Church, with interment
to follow at Calvary Cemetery with military honors.
Memorial contributions may be made to Louisville Nature Center, 3745 Illinois Avenue,
Louisville, KY 40213 or Mass of the Air. Online condolences may be shared at
www.Ratterman.com.
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Calvary Cemetery
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1600 Newburg Rd
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Louisville, KY, 40205

Visitation

03:00PM - 08:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

FEB
22

Funeral Mass

11:00AM - 12:00PM

St. Brigid Catholic Church
1520 Hepburn Avenue, Louisville, KY, US, 40204

Comments

“

We are so sorry to hear the passing of Ken we have worked for him for several years
and at the end of the work day Ken would always want to sit and chat for a bit before
we left. He was always kind to us and he loved to share old memories of his aviation
days and many more stories. Ken you were a great man and we will miss you dearly.
Tim and Tammy Colvin (lawn care people)
Kim we are so sorry for the loss of your dad!

Tammy and Tim Colvin - February 27, 2020 at 08:24 PM

“

At a Louisville Nature Center function, shortly after you, Kim, had returned to
Louisville, I met Kenny for the first time. He had known my dad from the Kentucky Air
National Guard, and he heard my name and walked to where I was standing and
introduced himself, greeting me as a friend. And we became friends, Kenny sharing
his deep knowledge of aircraft and reminiscing over open scrapbooks at his home,
Tillie close by. Thank you, Kim, Sharon, and Gayle, for your loving obituary
remembrance. I'm sorry for your loss.
Phil Ardery Jr.

Philip Ardery Jr. - February 21, 2020 at 10:36 PM

“

Sorry for Kenny and family loss. Remember talking to Kenny at our last clock
meeting on the 8TH. I'm sure glad I got to chat with him that day. I'm sorry I could not
make it to the visitation. Prayers for you family.

Chuck Kays - February 21, 2020 at 08:27 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss! I have fond memories of your parents, and their
relationship with the Trent family - my aunt, uncle and cousins!!! Still vividly
remember their faces and their smiles! It is so hard to say good bye to those we have
loved for so long! Treasure your memories and hold them in your hearts!
-Gail Albright

Gail Albright - February 21, 2020 at 09:20 AM

“

I was fortunate to meet Kenny and Tillie when I was at the director of the Louisville
Nature Center many, many years ago. What kind people they both were! Kenny
became the quintessential volunteer for us. He was my “go to” guy for so many
projects, from work on the water feature to helping with Holly and Ivy Day every year.
He was a valuable board member for many years. I was blessed to know he and
Tillie. My thoughts and prayers are with the famiy.
Barbie Bruker-Corwin

Barbie Corwin - February 20, 2020 at 05:42 PM

“

Kim, Mitchell and family, So sorry to hear of the passing of your father/grandfather.
Deepest sympathies.

Susan Summerby-Murray - February 20, 2020 at 04:29 PM

“

24 years ago my husband and I were house hunting “in the neighborhood”. I wanted
to know about the area, so I knocked on the back door of the house a few doors
down and introduced myself. Kenny was the gentleman who answered the door. I
asked about the house we were looking to buy...he told me it was a very nice house
and that “I’d buy it myself but it cost too much”. He said if you buy it , you’ll “raise our
property taxes”. LOL
We bought the house. Kenny and Tillie became instant, dear friends. We shared
everything from gardening tips to basket weaving to comparing our newest and
favorite Bourbons.
WHAT A GRAND GENTLEMAN!!

Jennifer - February 20, 2020 at 01:37 PM

“

True gent, through and through. The world lost a good one, but Tillie's got him back!
xo

Denise - February 20, 2020 at 11:40 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Kenny's death. I always enjoyed meeting with him and the
other "old geezers" out at the hangar on Tue mornings. He will be missed by all who
knew him. May he rest in peace and may the Perpetual Light shine upon him. May
his memory be eternal before God.

Bill Hayes - February 20, 2020 at 07:18 AM

“

So sorry about your loss. Thinking of you with sympathy.
Sherry & Terry Patriquin.

Sherry Patriquin - February 19, 2020 at 10:25 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your Dad’s passing. Hugs and Prayers. Joyce and Mike

Joyce Arsenault - February 19, 2020 at 09:38 PM

“

so sorry to hear of your Dad's & Grandfather's passing, Kim & Mitchell. It was such a
pleasure to meet him & your Mom here in Nova Scotia, such an awesome
gentleman. loved having the chance to work with him on your home here & listening
to all the great stories. Our prayers are with you all.

Larry & Barb Webb - February 19, 2020 at 09:12 PM

“

Sorry for jour loss ,from the stories you told,us,he accomplished a lot in his
lifetime.and a caring father.may our Heavenly Father,give give you the strength and
peace in the days to come.miss you . John and Joanne Berkelaar.

John Berkelaar - February 19, 2020 at 06:01 PM

