Lillian "Lil" Cooper Riggs
July 11, 2019

Louisville – Lillian Mary Rose Cooper-Riggs, 96, of Louisville, Kentucky, passed away on
Thursday, July 11, 2019. Lillian, affectionately known as Lil, was born in Louisville,
Kentucky to the late Lawrence and Clara Magel, above their family owned confectionary in
the west end. Her love of chocolate and all things sweet, continued her entire life.
In 1939, she was named Miss Louisville, until judges discovered she was only sixteen and
too young. She was honored at her 90th birthday by the current Miss Louisville and was
presented with a tiara, sash and roses.
Lil retired from Bacon’s department stores, working in both children’s and ladies shoes.
She was a long-time member of Woodhaven Country Club where she learned to play golf
at age 51 and kept playing up until 91. Lil won several club championships for her age
group over the years, a driven competitor. At the age of 84, she was selected to compete
in the National Senior Games which was highlighted in a full article in the Courier Journal.
An avid bowler with the Ten Pin senior league, that she & dad bowled together and she
continued after his death for another 28 years.
Her absolute love and passion was dancing and singing! She knew the words to every
song ever written from the 20’s-40’s until the very end. Lil was a long time active member
of Young Hearts Theater group, putting on performances twice a year. An accomplished,
self-taught dancer, she always lit up the stage with her fast moves and exploding
personality. She was also a member of the Widow or Widowers (WOWs) social group, and
attended monthly dances, along with the weekly Knights of Columbus dances, up until the
age of 94. She continued to entertain and sing as a resident of Nazareth Home, until her
Alzheimer’s progressed recently.
Lil is preceded in death by her husband of forty-five years, David D. Cooper, Sr.; her sons,
Robert Cooper and Dennis Cooper, her sisters, Norma Weber, Agnes Magel and Loretta
Noble, her husband of three years, Dr. Joseph N. Riggs and her step-son, Dr. Christopher
"Kit" Riggs.

Lillian is survived by eight loving children, David D. Cooper, Jr (Patty), Richard Cooper,
Linda Thompson, Janice Cooper, Rob Cooper (Karen), Karen O’Rourke, Chris Cooper,
Lisa Cooper-Butler (Kial), 22 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.
She is also survived by six loving step-children, C. Dennis Riggs (Kitty), Dr. Patrick Riggs
(Diane), Theresa Seitz, Michael Riggs (Debbie), Nicholas Riggs, Angela Wohlleb (Joe)
and her special friend and dancing partner for the last six years, Norm O’Grady.
Lil was a devoted and loving wife and mother. She always had a smile on her face and a
song in her voice to greet you. She demonstrated how to live life to the fullest and never
stop chasing your dreams. Our mother will be greatly missed!
Visitation will be from 2 to 8 PM on Monday, July 15,, 2019 at Ratterman & Sons Funeral
Home, 3800 Bardstown Road. Funeral Mass will be held at 10AM Tuesday, July 16, 2019
at the Church of the Ascension, with graveside burial following at Resthaven Cemetery. A
celebration of life will follow at St Raphael the Archangel Church.
Memorial contributions may be made to The Alzheimer’s Association – Greater
Kentuckiana and Southern Indiana and Day Spring in Louisville. Online condolences may
be shared at www.Ratterman.com.
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Visitation

02:00PM - 08:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

JUL
16

Funeral Mass

10:00AM

Church of the Ascension
4600 Lynnbrook Drive, Louisville, KY, US
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Reception

12:00PM

St. Raphael Catholic Church
2141 Lancashire Ave., Louisville, KY, US

Comments

“

To family,
Lil Mary Cooper Riggs was very lovely sweet lady. Sorry for your loss. My thoughts
and prayers are for you all. My hearts goes out to you all. Hang in there. God bless
you all and will guide you all in his care. May her soul Rest In Peace. May she be
your guardian angel to watch over you all.
With love and prayers,
Debbie Gelhausen

debbie gelhausen - July 15 at 11:19 AM

“

Awesome lady. Sad day. So many memories. Vivid ones of rehearsing plays in the
basement. Camp. Always loved the way she spoke. Clear and concise. And what a
vibrant and fun family. Many great times as s Cooper related in some way, shape or
form to them. Totally mind blowing how active she stayed in old age. That's the way
to live. Wear that body out and ride into the sunset. I'll really miss her.
David

David Stewart - July 15 at 10:01 AM

“

She was an inspiration the way she embraced life. Prayers for the Cooper and Riggs
families.

Angela Riggs - July 13 at 10:25 PM

“

Lil, Mrs Cooper, was such a sweet person. She worked at Bacons,the same time I
did, and our departments were across from each other. She really did, always, had a
smile on her face. She was fun to be around !

Rose Marie & Jim Kaller - July 13 at 09:29 PM

“

Lil was a blessing to my Dad, Dr. Joe Riggs, and was his loving wife and companion
for a short, but exciting time in both of their lives. I enjoyed traveling in the motor
home with them and going to her Young Hearts shows over the years. I and my
family loved her dearly.

Nick Riggs - July 13 at 06:24 PM

