Marita Thieneman Eckart
October 7, 1930 - September 29, 2019

Marita Thieneman Eckhart (formerly Sr. Jean Vianney), 88, passed away Sunday,
September 29, 2019 at Episcopal Church Home. She was born to the late John Joseph
and Elizabeth Senn Thieneman.
She lived an amazing life entering the convent at the age of 19 with the Ursuline Sisters of
Mount St. Joseph, Maple Mount, Kentucky. She taught at many schools in Kentucky,
including Mother of Good Counsel, St. Margaret Mary and Trinity High School in Louisville.
Marita, after much discernment, chose to pursue a different calling. She pursued teaching
on military bases in Zweibruken, Germany, Zaragossa, Spain, and Bahrain, Saudi Arabia,
before returning to Louisville to help care for her mother.
While back in Louisville, Marita met, and eventually married, Rick Eckhart. Marita and Rick
were a perfect pair who traveled the world and were involved for many years with Veritas
at Bellarmine University. Marita was a constant support to her five brothers, three sisters
and thirty-four nieces and nephews.
Marita was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Rick Eckhart; siblings, Sr. Rosalin,
Joseph (Margaret), John (Virginia), Bernice Mattei (Dominic), Paul (Jean), Edward
(Dorothy), Earl, and Therese Stuber.
Marita is survived by her in-laws, Clarence Stuber and Mary Jo Thieneman; thirty-two
nieces and nephews, and members of her former religious community.
Visitation will be Saturday, October 5 at 9 am at St. Margaret Mary Church, 7813
Shelbyville Rd. Funeral Mass at 10 am. Interment at Cave Hill Cemetery will take place
immediately following Mass. Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home on Bardstown Rd. is
handling the arrangements. Memorial donations to the Ursuline Sisters of Mount St.
Joseph, 8001 Cummings Rd., Maple Mount, KY 42356.

We wish to express our sincere thanks and appreciation to Dr. Jane Cornett and the staff
at Episcopal Church Home for their excellent care of our dear Aunt and for allowing Marita
to maintain her dignity and sassiness.
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Comments

“

Sister Jean Vianney taught 7th grade at St. Columba in 1956-1957. What a beautiful
person inside and out. I think every Boy in the 7th grade at that time was in love with
her.
Please exxtend my Sympathy to all members of the family.
Rest in Peace Beautiful Lady.
Judy Dusch Mattingly
St. Columba/Class of 1958.

Judy Mattingly - October 04, 2019 at 03:56 PM

“

I met Sr. Jean Vianney when I was 17 and Marita Eckhart when I was 55.
Reconnecting with someone who so strongly influenced me as a teen-ager and
discovering we had so much in common as adults was a joy to me. I loved her
energy and passion and curiosity immediately when she walked into our Chemistry
class at St. Charles High School. And who else could’ve ever gotten me remotely
interested in non-Euclidean Geometry? So decades later we found ourselves
exploring Cosmology and the Big Bang theory…and our views on life. Having spent
my own life as a teacher, I hope I brought a fraction of the positivity into the lives of
my students that she brought into mine.

Mary Crum Spalding - October 04, 2019 at 02:53 PM

“

Initially, the idea of hoping Marita would "Rest in Peace" seemed like an appropriate
sentiment but for all of us who knew her, even just a little, like me, Marita had a spirit
that will likely never be at "REST." In the times I spent with her at various family
functions over the years, Marita, always was so high spirited and fun to be around. I
could always sense her love for all and for life. I enjoy being with her when the
occasion permitted. May she find PEACE but I hope her spirit will continue to stir the
heavens.
Julie Mattei Hellebusch

Julie Hellebusch - October 04, 2019 at 01:28 PM

