Mark Robert Wilkinson
April 5, 1955 - October 16, 2018

Mark Robert Wilkinson, 63, formerly of Lawrence, KS, passed away unexpectedly on
October 15, 2018, at his home in Louisville, KY. He was born on April 5, 1955, in Summit,
NJ, the son of Robert “Bob” and Joan (Brunner) Wilkinson. Mark’s childhood in Union, NJ,
was a happy one, and he particularly enjoyed time spent in the summers “down the shore”
at Normandy Beach in New Jersey and at the family cottage on the South Branch
Potomac River in West Virginia.
In Union, Mark attended Franklin Elementary and Kawameeh Junior High, and he
graduated from Union High School in 1973. During his teen years, he was a proud
member of the Audio-Visual (AV) Club, and his love of all things electronic would continue
throughout his life. He was also a member of the Union High track and field team, and he
excelled at both shot put and discus. During his senior year, Mark was one of the top
throwers in the United States. He was the New Jersey discus State Champion in 1973,
and he and his U.H.S. teammates won both the New Jersey Indoor and Outdoor State
Track and Field Championships that year. Also in 1973, Mark was part of the four-man
shot put relay team that set U.H.S. and Union County records, and those records still
stand today.
Mark was recruited by several universities, and he decided to attend the University of
Kansas on a track scholarship. Eventually, he began to work at JB’s Big Boy restaurant,
where he made lifelong friends and met his future wife, Terry Worth. They were married on
June 2, 1978, and although the two were no longer together, they shared more than 36
years of marriage, and remained caring friends.
In the mid-80s, Mark purchased Allied Glass and Metal, Inc., which he then operated for
almost 30 years. He later moved to Louisville where he worked for a former supplier of his,
HMI Cardinal, a company specializing in shower enclosures, commercial glazing, and
artisan glass. There, he was able to share his perspective and experience as a long-time
glass business owner, serving as a troubleshooter and problem solver for the rapidly
expanding company, a role he thoroughly enjoyed. Mark took great pride in providing

excellent, empathetic customer service to Cardinal’s clients all over the country. His family
would especially like to thank his loyal former Allied Glass employees, as well as his
coworkers at Cardinal, for their kindness, support, and friendship.
Together, Mark and Terry raised three daughters, Lisa, Lauren, and Claire. Mark
enthusiastically and proudly encouraged and supported each of them in their various
endeavors as they grew up, and, putting his AV skills to good use, he recorded the vast
majority of their concerts, theatre performances, basketball games, and soccer matches
on video. He continued to record the Lawrence Free State High School girls’ soccer
games for a number of years following his youngest daughter’s graduation so that the
coaches would still have the ability to review the videos with their players. Mark was a
remarkable dad, and he was thoroughly enjoying his more recent role as “Papi” to his
grandchildren. He adored them and loved to make them smile and laugh. He spoke about
them proudly every day.
Mark’s survivors include his daughter Lisa Wilkinson (David Eagle) and granddaughter
Indigo of Melbourne, Australia; daughter Lauren (Nick) Adams and grandsons Hudson
and Colby of Lawrence, KS; daughter Claire Wilkinson (Aaron Stehman), grandson Arlo,
and granddaughters Fiona and Beatrix of Lawrence, KS; former wife Terry Wilkinson of
Lawrence, KS; mother Joan Wilkinson of Tryon, NC; and sister Diane Wilkinson of
Durham, NC. In recent years, he was preceded in death by his father Bob Wilkinson,
former in-laws Carol and George Worth, and grandson Andrew Adams.
Memorial donations in Mark’s name may be sent to Lawrence Free State High School,
4700 Overland Dr., Lawrence, KS, 66049, with checks made payable to either Lawrence
USD 497 FSHS Theatre Dept., or to Lawrence USD 497 FSHS Girls’ Soccer, with the
check memo line reading “In memory of Mark Wilkinson.”
Mark truly did enjoy the simple pleasures of life, which for him included family, friends,
pets, cooking and baking, fixing things, classic TV shows, oldies music, movies, a day at
the beach, telling a good story, making others laugh, and the satisfaction of a job well
done.
In Mark’s honor, please tell your biggest fan how much his or her support means to you,
and cheer on the children in your life with all your attention and heart at their next
performance or game. Leave no doubt in their minds about how much you love them and
how proud you are of them. Celebrate their accomplishments, both big and small. Love
unconditionally, and show up for the people you love. These things matter deeply.

An informal celebration of Mark’s life will be held on Sunday, January 27, 2019, at the
Union Pacific Depot located at 209 N. 2nd Street, Lawrence, KS. His family welcomes
friends to stop by between 3:30 and 5:30 p.m. For details and updates, visit:
https://www.facebook.com/events/598187120616146/?ti=ia

Comments

“

I remember all the great support for our mission trips at Plymouth Church, when all
the Wilkinson girls for were so involved and made such a different. Terry for her
wonderful menus. Our hearts go out to the Wilkinson family. Peter Luckey, Plymouth
Church

peter Luckey - October 31, 2018 at 04:22 PM

