Patricia "Pat" Norman Jacobson
November 5, 1932 - March 13, 2020

Patricia “Pat” Norman Jacobson, 87, died peacefully at her home in Burbank, Calif., on
Mar. 13, 2020, following an illness.
Pat is survived by her daughters, Ruth and Mary Jacobson of Los Angeles; her
grandchildren, Isaac and Sylvie Shure of Los Angeles; her brother, Charles Norman of St.
Paul, MN; three stepchildren; four nieces and nephews; and many beloved friends.
Pat was born Mary Patricia Norman in Louisville on Nov. 5, 1932, and lived in Kentucky all
her life until moving to California in 2011 to be closer to her daughters. She grew up at
Ormsby Village, where her parents, C.E. and Margaret Turley Norman taught, and
graduated from Anchorage (Ky.) High School Class of 1950.
She was a prolific writer of novels, short stories, and plays. She also authored various
biographical pieces focused on World War II veterans and their spouses, inspired by the
military service of her late husband, Ahren Jacobson, who fought with the Sixth Armored
Division in the Battle of the Bulge. Her semi-autobiographical novel, Fern, was selfpublished in August 2019, and centers on a young girl growing up in rural 1940s Kentucky.
Pat was a former public policy researcher, grant writer, political speech writer, and medical
school administrative assistant. In 1980 she earned a BA in Liberal Arts from The
University of Louisville. After graduation she was executive assistant to Jefferson County
Commissioner Sylvia Watson and she served as Administrative Director of Walden
Theater from the mid- to late-1980s.
She was a lifelong Democrat, a passionate University of Louisville Cardinal basketball fan,
and loved listening to Queen, Beethoven, and the sound of wind chimes on her balcony.
Friends and family will miss her self-deprecating humor, vibrant personality, and openhearted nature.
Pat’s ashes will be interred beside her husband’s at New Albany (Ind.) National Cemetery.

Memorial services for Pat will be on Friday, August 14 at Ratterman & Sons Funeral
Home, 3800 Bardstown Road.
The family requests that donations in Pat’s name be made to one of the following: World
Wildlife Fund (worldwildlife.org), Southern Poverty Law Center (splcenter.org), or Doctors
Without Borders (doctorswithoutborders.org).
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Comments

“

A friend completely engaged in life. A guide and model. Thank you, Ruth and Mary,
for bringing her spirit back among us in Friday's service. (Because of which Susie
Stevens and I had an almost hour-long phone call yesterday, catching up on the
many years since we've seen each other, and sharing memories of the time we
shared a daffy but important workplace with your mom! Your Mom would have loved
the memories and the re-link.)
The service summoned the best such a service can: sorrow at the loss and joy at
knowing what we shared. So much of both. Thank you.
Roz Heinz

Rosalind Heinz - August 16, 2020 at 12:48 PM

“

I have thought so much lately about my younger years growing up with Mary---and
about all the fun time we spent with Mrs Jacobson (thank you to Lisa Montgomery
Potter who so aptly reminded me that she will always be known by that name by me
too!) I can't help but smile every time, even through the sadness of loss, because we
had such wonderful days, so full of laughter. The simplest thing--like going thru the
drive-through at Mcdonalds--could become an epic adventure in hilarity and silliness!
The giggly laughter is a definite prevalent theme to my memories of that time. I can't
think of many moms a couple of pre-teens would enjoy sitting around the kitchen
table and talking about "life" with as Mare and I did with Mrs Jacobson! We would
literally sit for hours and talk and laugh about virtually nothing but I always felt so
happy and "heard"! Mrs Jacobson always made me feel important, accepted and
loved. And, she didn't even make fun of me when I picked up a piece of fresh fruit
from the ever-present fruit bowl with a look of bewilderment! Thanks to Terri Stanley
for reminding me of the great food that was always in abundance in Mrs Jacobson's
kitchen! Great memories of a special unique positive wonderful human being who
touched sooooooo many lives with love and laughter! You will always be missed, Mrs
Jacobson.

TARA DICKERSON - August 14, 2020 at 03:13 PM

“

Thank you, Tara. These memories are so precious to me! Yes, we laughed so much
together. Mom’s sense of humor was the best. She laughed mostly at herself and never
meanly at others. She loved sitting around that table with us!
this.
Mary Jacobson - August 15, 2020 at 11:13 AM

It means so much to read

“

I enjoyed the relationship I had with Ms. Jacobson over the last 20 years. The
debates we had about the University of Louisville and University of Kentucky still
makes me laugh. I will always remember our conversations about her book, family,
sports, and investments. She was one of my favorites and could always bring a smile
to my face no matter what was going on. She always seemed so happy. I will miss
her greatly.

Darren Royal - August 14, 2020 at 11:25 AM

“

Thank you, Darren. She thought the world of you. You took excellent care of her and our
family knew we could count on you.
Mary Jacobson - August 15, 2020 at 11:11 AM

“

I will never forget Pat's sweet smile, warm heart and love of life! We had some
beautiful talks before she left this lifetime and I am truly grateful for the opportunity to
get to know her beautiful soul. She is a light that will continue to glow as an angel
watching over all of us!

Jennifer Kelly - August 14, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

Thank you, Jennifer. I will always be grateful for your service to her (and, therefore, me) at
the very end. You gave her peace of mind and heart.
Mary Jacobson - August 15, 2020 at 11:07 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your family's loss. I met and got to know Pat at The Heights in
Burbank, where my mother lives. She was a good friend to my mom and myself. I
could've talked to her about politics endlessly! She was ageless in many ways, and a
delight to be around! I am sorry that I didn't get to spend more time with her and was
taken by surprise by her death, but I can imagine that she is on the other side doing
whatever she can to help us all through our country's current crisis.

Claudia Ellis - August 14, 2020 at 10:30 AM

“

“

Thank you, Claudia. I have a feeling you may be right!
Mary Jacobson - August 15, 2020 at 11:05 AM

In 2007 I joined Mary and Callie in Louisville for Mary & Callie's drive back to Los
Angeles. The night before we left, Pat made us homemade chicken soup... with okra.
I detest okra. But Pat's soup was so delicious and homey and comforting -- I had two
bowls. And ate the okra. This memory, and Pat's kindness & hospitality, will forever
hold a special place in my heart.

Jacqueline Cutty - August 14, 2020 at 10:23 AM

“

“

Thank you, Jacquie. She called that her Chicken Gumbo — because of the okra!
Mary Jacobson - August 15, 2020 at 11:04 AM

Jennifer Kelly lit a candle in memory of Patricia "Pat" Norman Jacobson

Jennifer Kelly - August 14, 2020 at 01:37 AM

“

Was happy to have had the pleasure of meeting Pat when I did. Will remember the
time shared, her light and laughter. Sending love and condolences to the family.

Marivi Lacuesta - August 13, 2020 at 09:31 PM

“

“

Thank you, Marivi.
Mary Jacobson - August 15, 2020 at 11:02 AM

Marivi Lacuesta lit a candle in memory of Patricia "Pat" Norman Jacobson

Marivi Lacuesta - August 13, 2020 at 09:20 PM

“

Mary N Jacobson lit a candle in memory of Patricia "Pat" Norman Jacobson

Mary N Jacobson - August 06, 2020 at 03:49 AM

