Samara "Babs" Jeffries Wagner
January 3, 1949 - August 13, 2020

WAGNER, SAMARA “BABS” JEFFRIES, 71, of Louisville, passed away peacefully on
Thursday, August 13, 2020, after a 4-year bout with Melanoma Cancer. She was born in
Bloomington, Indiana to the late Charles and Ethel Jeffries.
Babs graduated from Waggener High School in 1967 and then earned her Undergraduate
and Masters in Special Education from the University of Louisville. She taught Special
Education in the Jefferson County school system for 10 years before changing her focus
to raise her children and grandchildren at home. Her life revolved around her family and
she showered them with unconditional love. She talked to her children most every day and
gave her grandchildren a “Happy Place” to be. She will be missed greatly by them and her
loving husband of 48 years Chris Wagner. She was as good a wife a man could have.
Babs was a gentle soul who never said a bad word about others and could get along with
everyone.
Survivors include her husband, Christopher J. Wagner; son, Jeffrey C. Wagner; daughter,
Kimberly R. Wagner; and grandchildren, Alexandra and Jacob Wagner.
Babs family would like to extend a special thanks go to Dr. Donald Miller, J Graham Brown
Cancer Center and staff, as well as doctors, nurses and staff at University of Louisville
Hospital.
Services to honor Babs’ life will be held at 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, August 19, 2020 at St.
Patrick Catholic Church; 1000 N. Beckley Station Road, with interment to follow in Calvary
Cemetery.
Expressions of sympathy may take the form of a donation to the J. Graham Brown Cancer
Center.
Condolences may be shared by going online to http://www.Ratterman.com.
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Comments

“

Chris, I am so sorry to hear about Babs passing. Babs was warm, gracious and you
loved you and her family so much. She left way too soon. Such a beautiful woman inside and outside.
Prayers and peace for you and your family.
-Susan Lange Stewart

Susan - September 15, 2020 at 02:41 PM

“

Chris, Jeff and Kim,
I was so sorry to hear about Babs passing. I was your babysitter when you lived on
Mahan Dr. I would come over to your house even if I didn't have to babysit to visit
with Babs she was such a kind lady with a beautiful smile. She also always gave me
great advice. Your family is in my prayers.
Judy Allgeyer Feldkamp

Judy Feldkamp - August 22, 2020 at 01:59 PM

“

Chris
We are So sorry for your loss.We remember Babs Beautiful Smile
We will keep You and Your family in Our Prayers
Your Friends
Shively Sporting Goods
Mike Flanders

Mike Flanders - August 20, 2020 at 10:29 AM

“

Chris,
Our prayers are for you and your family to have peace and comfort now and in the
difficult days ahead.
Carson & Sue Ledford

Sue Ledford - August 18, 2020 at 01:20 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy and prayers for comfort.
We will remember her smile and how proud she was of her family. So very sorry for
your loss.
The Plummers- Mark, Terri, Josh, Bo and Rhiana

terri plummer - August 18, 2020 at 11:22 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear of the passing of Babs. We have many fond memories of
talking with her and other family members and friends at the Jarrett's Joy Cart
fundraiser each year prior to the Derby.Our thoughts & prayers go out to her family.
Barb & Jerry Krupilski.

Jerry& Barb Krupilski - August 18, 2020 at 10:19 AM

“

Chris, Jeff and Kim, so sorry to hear of the loss of Babs...your family will be in our
prayers. She was a great lady and mom.
Deepest sympathy - Chris and Marcia Zinser.

marcia zinser - August 17, 2020 at 09:42 PM

“

I hate this!! She gave great hugs!! Babs always made you welcome and her smile
radiated from the inside out! She was always put together just like I remember her
Mom being! You could tell it made them both feel so good!! Babs was always there if
we needed that ride home. Ha. Thanks for always taking care of us, letting us run all
over your house, and always letting us hang at Wagner Resort!! You will be so very
very missed. I will forever try to grow hibiscus just like you!!!! I Love you Waggies
Adding more Angels

Jessica Smith - August 17, 2020 at 03:51 PM

“

Babs had a smile that was simply delightful. When she would greet you the warmth
from her beautiful smile simply made life more beautiful. She was a special person.
From college days forward she was a wonderful, caring, empowering person.
Deepest Sympathy to Christopher and the children from Jim and Lesley Schmitt and
family.

Jim Schmitt - August 17, 2020 at 02:04 PM

“

Very sorry to hear. She was a very special lady. Our thoughts and prayers for your
family through this time. The Martin family.

Chris Martin - August 17, 2020 at 01:59 PM

“

My deepest sympathy for your loss of this bright and beautiful soul. I’m one of her old
Waggener buddies, and we had lots of great times together (especially in that
fabulous yellow mustang of hers!). Though we didn’t stay close in our adult years,
whenever we chanced to meet in Kroger and other hot spots, it was as if the years
melted away and we were teens again, just visiting and sharing laughs. My most
sincere condolences. She was a very special lady, and I know from our encounters
that she loved her family SO much!
Judy (Morgan) McGarvey, WHS class of ‘68.

Judy McGarvey - August 16, 2020 at 09:05 PM

“

I am so sadden for you Chris and the family. Babs will be long remembered for the
wonderful person she is!
Allan & Nancy Morris

Alan Morris - August 16, 2020 at 01:03 PM

“

Dear Chris and Family,
Our prayers and thoughts are with you and your family. Will always remember the
times watching our boys play ball and you coaching and Frank in the press box.
Ginny and Frank Hartlage
(Son Dan)

Ginny Hartlage - August 16, 2020 at 12:53 PM

“

Ed and I are so sorry to hear this sad news. Babs was always the sweetest and friendliest
person. I remember our days at Churchill Park Apartments when we were all newlyweds.
Chris, Jeff and Kim, our hearts are saddened and we are sending our love and prayers to
all of you as you grieve Babs. She will be missed by so many.
Ed and Kathy Kopp
Ed and Kathy Kopp - August 18, 2020 at 06:07 PM

“

My wife and I visited Louisville for the Family Reunion about 10 yrs ago. Babs took
us aside, invited us to lunch, and into her home to share some special thoughts. So
much Southern Hospitality. We will never forget her energy and smile. Bill and Eriko
Wagner

Bill Wagner - August 16, 2020 at 12:41 PM

“

My heart is shattered that we have lost such a bright and beautiful light and life. What
a blessing to have known Bab’s for all these years! She was loved dearly by so many
and we will all miss her. Chris, Jeff and Kimmie y’all are in our hearts and prayers. I
pray that God will comfort each of you. We love you all so much.
Cindy & John Velten

cindy velten - August 16, 2020 at 10:30 AM

“

Chris,
My deepest condolences. Very sorry for your loss.
Jack Norris

Jack Norris - August 16, 2020 at 10:03 AM

“

When I taught Jeff in fourth grade at Ascension, I taught the class how to play the game
cribbage to help with math reasoning and math facts. Jeff's Mom bought cribbage boards
for the whole class to play. I used them again when I taught other classes. That was so
sweet of her to think of the kids. It shows how she loved others, especially kids. I am so
sorry for your loss! Mrs. Pat Nieters.
Patricia Nieters - August 17, 2020 at 10:57 AM

