The Rev. William King Miller
September 27, 1935 - November 13, 2020

The Reverend William King Miller, 85, passed away peacefully, Friday, November 13th, in
the loving care of his sisters, Frances and Charlotte. Father Miller was born September
27, 1935 to Bill and Frances (Hellmueller) Miller.
Fr. Miller attended St. Charles Barromeo and Holy Cross elementary schools. After the 8th
grade, he began his study for the priesthood. He attended St. Mary’s High School and
College and did his post-graduate studies at St. Meinrad Seminary. He was ordained a
priest in 1961 at the Cathedral of the Assumption. He later received an M.A. from
Catherine Spalding College.
His first assignment after ordination was St. Gabriel, followed by seven years of teaching
at Bishop David High School. Fr. Miller also served at Our Lady Help of Christians, St.
Lawrence, St. Barnabas, Mother of Good Council, St. Benedict Lebanon Junction and Our
Lady of Lourdes, where he served until his retirement in 2006. During a portion of this time
he was also a counselor at the Family Relations Center. In retirement, he continued to
minister by saying Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes, Nazareth Home as well as the backside
of Churchill Downs. He also ministered at Little Sisters of the Poor.
He was predeceased by his parents, his brother King Miller, three brothers-in-law Tom
Hood, Junie McClellan and Dr. Ralph Stengel and a nephew King Thomas. Father is
survived by two brothers, Tim Miller (Gina) of Brandon, FL and Eddie Miller (Amy); seven
sisters, Frances Miller, Marilyn McClellan, Charlotte Miller Stengel, Kathleen Thomas (Dr.
John), Mary Ann Hood, Trish Hermann (Jody), and Julie Eggers (Andy); sister-in-law, Kay
Miller and numerous nieces and nephews who loved him dearly and benefited from his
support and counsel.
Father Miller will be remembered for his inspirational and succinct homilies, his devotion to
his many parishioners, and his loving and consoling attention to the sick and dying and
their families. His sisters will remember him for his incessant and merciless teasing, while
growing up, with a mother who thought he could do no wrong. He was beloved by his

parishioners, friend to all who met him, teacher, counselor, healer, confidant, supporter,
cheer leader and jokester. He will be dearly missed, and we look forward to the day when
we will be reunited and “every tear will be wiped away.”
Father’s funeral Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Joseph Kurtz at Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic Church, 510 Breckenridge Lane on Wednesday, November 18th at 11
a.m., followed by burial in Calvary Cemetery. Visitation will be Tuesday, November 17th
from 2-8 p.m. at Ratterman and Sons, 3800 Bardstown Road, and from 9-11 a.m.
Wednesday at the church. Expressions of sympathy may be directed to the Catholic
Education Fund. Online condolences may be shared with the family at http://www.ratterma
n.com.
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Comments

“

Dear family of Father Bill Miller,
On behalf of the Little Sisters of the Poor, may I extend to you our heartfelt prayers
for our dear Father Miller. We cannot thank God enough for the joy and privilege God
gave us as sending Father to our St. Joseph's Home as our friend and especially to
offer Holy Mass on so many occasions. We (the Sisters) were blessed to have
Father as our spiritual confessor and he and I set up many appointment dates when
he would come to hear our confessions twice each month. He was always available
for us. It was always encouraging and uplifting when he came, and he always had a
kind word to say...and a light penance! He was a kind and good father, and we know
he will pray for us all.
Heaven will be such a wonderful place, when we share this joy with our loved ones.
We pray for Father's family and assure you of our thoughts and prayers. Please
know that we would have been at Father's funeral Mass, but we have been on "lockdown" since March. God bless you and may Father Miller rest in God's peace.
Mother Paul and Little Sisters
St. Joseph's Home
Louisville

Mother Paul - November 18, 2020 at 08:16 PM

“

Marilyn sorry to hear about Billie he was a good man and priest,prayers for you and
your family.

Dick Boeckmann - November 17, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

Ms. Miller, as we all knew you those long years ago, and your brothers and sisters
and families, I wish to share with you a couple of stories about this man, friend, and
loved one to all of us. You do not know me, I was a student at Bishop David from
1962 to 1966 when I graduated.
I remember your brother as a tall good looking young priest/man. I often wondered
why he chose the priesthood. And so I asked him one day in the cafeteria. (I was
considering the priesthood at that moment in time.) His response to me was to laugh
broadly and with a big smile said...'probably to safe my soul'.
I always thought, in those days, he must have been a 'rounder' in his previous life.
He loved to fake curse in class. My favorite was 'gob bumit fetch!'. He liked that one.
His favorite too, I believe. Now, I know his life was his faith...his Church. There was
no 'rounder'.
My most interesting memory of Father Bill Miller, disciplinarian, was when for 2 years
I always deposited my milk bottle and my coke bottle in the same disposal cage there
by the coke machine next to the door to the parking lot in the cafeteria. Now, why is
this important? Well, you see we were supposed to place the milk bottle across the
cafeteria from the coke machine. I knew this, but was too lazy to walk the extra
distance. So, as my custom, I did the deed and heard, to my dismay, 'gotcha' as
spoken by Jim McGee (our maintenance man, whom we loved and respected
dearly). He asked me to come with him ACROSS the cafeteria to Fr. Miller! Your
brother looked at me in complete shock and surprise. 'Jackie' as he always referred
to me (my given name). My response was 'huh'?
You see, I was a 'good kid' there at BD. And this was just weird to your brother. He
looked at me and explained in as friendly a manner anyone would ever wish for that
he had been looking for me for 2 years! Now that he fad found me I was invited to his
'jug' session for several days. This was the only time I was ever 'jugged' at BD. What
a great and positive experience it was.
My next memory of your brother was when I entered the theatre field and needed
some promotional photos taken. By that time I was obviously out of school and Fr.
Miller did not need to do this for me. I asked, and he graciously accepted the
challenge. We met at BD and proceeded to do the shots there in an empty class
room. He took all the time in the world...a good part of his day, a shave of my face
and two changes of clothes.
Father Bill Miller provided several copies of the photos, and when I asked how much
I owed him...his response was...be successful! No money...no pay...just eternal
gratitude from and ex student.
Almost finished now. The second to last time I saw your brother, was when I was
getting married and approached him to perform the ceremony. We were at St.
Lawrence in the rectory. He explained all the details...said he would do it...and to sign
here! Took me by surprise. I asked why I was signing. In his most friendly manner, he
explained this was a commitment to raise our children Catholic. For whatever reason

(arrogance most likely) I passed on that detail. Now, here is a man who has been a
mentor and friend to me for years...but he felt so strongly in his Faith that he could
not allow himself to proceed if I could not accept the signing of the document. His
words were...'if you want to be in the club, you got to live by the rules'.
He was a man of strength and conviction in Faith. These principals guided his life
without compromise. I admired him.
The last time I saw Fr. Miller was at a re union for Bishop David just last year at St.
Lawrence (again!). I did not approach him...and I am less for that today...but thought
how he had grown with dignity and dashing good looks. And of course, you too,
Charlotte Miller, as pretty as always.
Thank you for sharing your brother with us. We are ALL better for knowing him and
will miss his presence in our lives. A special man!
Jack Aubrey
jack aubrey - November 16, 2020 at 01:22 PM

“

Due to Covid and the fact that my husband is 94, I don't go to Church or Funeral
Homes any longer. That is hard for me as I certainly want to express my sympathy to
the families who have lost a loved one. Especially hard in the case of Father Bill. He
was a wonderful priest. Great homilies and great empathy for people, especially for
people who had loved ones sick or dying. He told me once his greatest joy as a
priest was being able to usher a soul from this world to the next. I loved Fr. Bill and
can't begin to express my sorrow at his loss. One day he was talking to me about his
friendship with Paul Hornung and I was amazed to note that they both died on the
same day. I'll bet they are having a good time together. I know I am rambling on, but
know this. We have just lost a very good man, priest, brother, son, uncle, etc. My
thoughts are with the family.

Ann Tatum - November 16, 2020 at 10:07 AM

“

Fr. Miller was the other associate priest at St. Lawrence when I was assigned there
after ordination. I learned a lot from him in those first years, about how to be a good
person and a good priest. Thanks, Bill...
Fr. Charles Dittmeier

Fr. Charles Dittmeier - November 16, 2020 at 09:37 AM

“

May he rest in peace. As a parishioner of Our Lady of Lourdes I truly enjoyed his
homilies. What a great person we have lost but what an Angel Heaven has gained.

Jo Craig - November 16, 2020 at 09:28 AM

“

Trish,
I am so sorry for the loss of your brother. He was a good man, and had a great sense
of humor. He baptised my first born son at Lebanon Junction, St. Benedict. He will be
greatly missed. Keeping you and your family in my prayers.

Angela Newkirk - November 16, 2020 at 09:06 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to the whole family on the passing of Fr. Miller. May he rest in
peace with the angels. I will keep him in my payers.
Sharon Steele Boardman

Sharon Boardman - November 15, 2020 at 07:28 PM

“

Father Miller lived across the street from me for a number of years. He was a
delightful neighbor. I will always remember the joy on his face when he saw my son
was pulling my one year old grandson down the sidewalk on a sled three years ago.
My deepest sympathy to you all,
Peggy Bach

Peggy Bach - November 15, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

Dear Family of Bill Miller,
You have my sympathy on the death of your brother and uncle, I have known and
respected Bill for many years since my ordination in 1977. I was fortunate to
strengthen my relationship with Bill when I lived at the Lourdes rectory back in the
late 90s. Our friendship continued when my wife and I joined Lourdes in 2003 after I
married. But in the last several years after I retired I enjoyed my best times with Bill. I
volunteered as a senior server and served many funeral masses that Bill conducted.
We had many conversations in the sacristy prior the the funeral masses. Bill was a
great conversationalist and seemed to know everyone and was always up to date
with what was going on with his brother priests and the archdiocese. Our
conversations covered many topics and always included lots of laughter. His
memories of playing baseball with Paul Hornung were fascinating. When I saw him
last before the pandemic, he expressed high hopes of getting knee surgery and
getting the rid of the pain that hampered his mobility. I never imagined I would not
see him again. I talked with him in June and he seemed so optimistic that he was on
the road to recovery. I apologize for going on so long, but I am struggling with losing
a friend so suddenly and unexpectedly. I will miss him greatly. Under normal
circumstances I would have loved to share these thoughts in person, but with covid
restrictions I am not sure that will happen. To all of his family, you can be sure of my
thoughts and prayers for comfort in your loss of a wonderful brother, uncle and friend.
John Helm

John B Helm - November 15, 2020 at 01:25 PM

“

KATHLEEN, so sorry to hear of your brother's passing. You and your family will be in
my thoughts and prayers.
CAROLYN WEBER

CAROLYN WEBER - November 15, 2020 at 09:27 AM

“

Dear Trish,
My thoughts and prayers are with you. Your brother sounds like quite a character!
jane Reilly Kennedy - November 16, 2020 at 07:36 AM

“

Although not a resident of Louisville and never formally introduced to Fr. Bill, I have been a
visitor at Our Lady of
Lourdes on several occasions. I always enjoyed and benefited
from his homilies, you could witness his compassion and
goodness in his actions. The last time I saw him after Mass,
I told him what a good homily he preached, he was most
gracious & humble. What a good man & will pray daily for
his soul! May he rest in peace!
marvin mattingly - November 17, 2020 at 12:21 PM

