Travis E. Riley
April 18, 1976 - August 15, 2019

Travis E. Riley, 43, of Mt. Washington, passed away on Thursday, August 15, 2019.
Travis was born in Chipley, FL.
He is preceded in death by his father, Wade Jefferson Riley and cousin, Matt Riley.
He recently retired as a Major in the Kentucky National Guard, where he served as a
fulltime active guard officer. He most recently began a career at GE Appliances as a
Senior Manager in Manufacturing Operations.
Travis is a veteran of Operation Enduring Freedom, Afghanistan where he earned medals,
including the Bronze Star, Afghanistan Campaign Medal with two campaign stars, Army
Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, and Combat Action Badge. His success
can be directly attributed to his work ethic and his natural leadership ability. His attention
to detail was legendary. He was a man of integrity, high moral standing and with more than
ordinary endowments. He took immense pride in his two children, wife and extended
family. His dedication to his wife, children, family and friends was second to none.
His family and friends will greatly miss and cherish his sense of humor, how he lived life to
the fullest, and always strived to ensure others were happy.
Left to cherish Travis’s memory is his loving wife of 18 years, Penny Riley; children, Carter
and Reece Riley; mother, Mary Ann Pettis (John E.); sister, Amanda Gross (Casey);
brothers, Allen Riley; Brent (Casey) and Clint Pettis; mother-in-law, Sharron Warren
(Virgil); father-in-law, Charles “Junie” Lorsch; sister-in-law, Pamela Roark (Keil);
grandmother, Imelda Taylor; uncle, Dwayne Taylor (Sherri); more aunts and uncles; nieces
and nephews he adored; and a host of close friends that he considered to be family.
Funeral Mass for Travis will be held at 11 AM on Wednesday, August 21, 2019 at St.
Michael Catholic Church. Visitation will be on Tuesday, August 20 from 2-8 PM at

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home, 3800 Bardstown Road.
In Lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to the PTSD Foundation of America and
Camp Hope, www.ptsdusa.org
Online condolences may be made at www.Ratterman.com.

Events
AUG
20

Visitation

02:00PM - 08:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Bardstown Road
3800 Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY, US, 40218

AUG
21

Funeral Mass

11:00AM

St. Michael Catholic Church
3705 Stone Lakes Drive, Louisville, KY, US, 40299

Comments

“

I remember shooting arrows with him when I went to my grandma's a long time ago .
He will be greatly missed .

Steven Riley - August 23, 2019 at 10:39 PM

“

I've known Travis since he was in Penny/my classes at Sullivan many years ago. He
is the absolutely most perfect genuine gentleman. He always amazed me how he
was involved in all aspects of family life from the house decorations to taking care of
his babies.
The world just got very sad for many.
I will try to continue his beautiful legacy as a kind and compassionate soul.
Love and RIPeace Travis

Susan Moore - August 21, 2019 at 05:35 PM

“

I just found out my cousin died and I am very hurt and sad that I will forever miss him . He
is with God and his family in heaven . Amen
Steven Riley - August 23, 2019 at 10:34 PM

“

Looking at the video collage at the funeral home last night I was able to see Travis as
a loving father/husband, young man (a lot of hair!), and dedicated soldier. Travis was
one of my assistant wrestling coaches and brought so much to the team as not only
a coach but role model in life. During some of our most intense practices he was able
to pop a joke or jump on our biggest guys (Dejaun/Mekhi) give them a hard head rub
to lighten the moment. He knew when to take charge and when to put his arm around
you to console. I knew I could count on him to be honest and give good guidance on
improvement, technique, when to push harder, and when to back off. At the Wrestling
state tournament he was the one that made a stressful day an enjoyable evening. He
would keep us laughing with stories and animated gestures!
We will miss his presence but cherish his life and impact he had on us coaches but
especially the the young men on the wrestling team.
Our thoughts and prayers for Penny, Carter, and Reese on your loss but know he
has left a piece of himself with all of us.
Coach Miller

Greg Miller - August 21, 2019 at 09:30 AM

“

I love you Travis. You were the best brother-in-law in the world! Thank you for being
“the light” of our families. I’m going to miss you so much. I’m going to try my best to
take care of Penny, Reece and Carter. You’re in my thoughts constantly. May you
Rest In Peace my dear brother-in-law. Love you forever, Pam (Your Sister-In-Law).

Pamela Roark - August 21, 2019 at 03:40 AM

“

Penny, Carter and Reece,
I am just learning of your loss. I am so sorry to hear about Travis. He always had
such a wonderful smile and it was obvious he loved you all very much. You are in my
prayers! Take care of yourselves!
Maureen Lockhart

Maureen Lockhart - August 20, 2019 at 09:55 PM

“

I appreciated my friendship with Travis over the past ten years, and certainly loved
his personality and humor. I remember him as a good leader and friend to many. He
will be greatly missed.
May God bring your family comfort and understanding.
Sam O’Bryan

Sam O’Bryan - August 20, 2019 at 06:17 AM

“

Penny, Reece, Carter, and all of Travis' family, our hearts go out to you during this
difficult time and we pray for God's comfort and peace to help you now and with each
day that comes. Our daughter Laura was so happy to be included in your recent
family trip and celebrations in her close friendship with Reece. She was so
appreciative of how kind and jovial Travis was while including her as one of the
family. His service to his country is so commendable and we have great admiration
for him as a soldier and officer, but especially for how he clearly loved his family so
very much. Chris has already written a letter to the president and our congressmen
to garner more action and support for those who have served in the military and who
experience PTSD. Travis was that person who you felt you'd known a long time
shortly after meeting him. Our prayers for you will continue as well as our support if
there's anything you need at all. We look forward to helping however we can and
send our love to your precious family. Take care and God bless you all.
Celeste, Chris, Laura, and Sophia

Celeste, Chris, Laura and Sophia - August 19, 2019 at 02:38 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Travis was such a nice, respected young man. Jeff was at Heavens
gate to welcome him home. Much love to you Penny, Reece and Carter. Hulan&Pat Carter
(Jeff lived with us several years).
Hulan&Pat Carter - August 19, 2019 at 03:23 PM

“

My heart aches that he is no longer with us. I do know though, he is now one of
God's mightiest angels in heaven forever watching over you Penny, Carter and
Reece. How proud you all must be of such an amazing man. I will tell you the one
thing I knew about Travis from the first time I met him is that he loved each of you
immensely. I know no other way than to lean into God during times like these and
find some amount of comfort knowing that Travis is with his Lord and Savior. I love
you guys and please know you have an army of others like me here to love and
support you in whatever way you need in the days and years ahead.

Lyndsey - August 19, 2019 at 02:00 PM

“

Dear Riley Family,
The DeSales Family is praying for you. May Travis find peace with his Heavenly
Father and may the memories you have with him bring you peace here on Earth. We
are here if you need us.

Anastasia Quirk - August 19, 2019 at 12:04 PM

“

Remember him as a sweet young man. My other brother Jeff was very proud of him.
Thank you for your service Sir!!

Patti - August 18, 2019 at 09:34 PM

“

Margaret Locke sent a virtual gift in memory of Travis E. Riley

Margaret Locke - August 18, 2019 at 04:51 PM

“

I have so many wonderful memories of Travis, I don't even know where to begin
I have known Travis from day 1
He was my son, Matt Riley, cousin and best friend and only 3 days different in their
age. Travis was the oldest by those 3 days and he never let Matt forget" He was the
oldest " he gets to make final decision. This coming from 5 year old. Those two were
a hand full as all their teachers can attest to. And most of the time Jenny Bug Riley
was right there with them. Travis was so cute and funny would make you laugh on
your worst day. He will forever be missed, but I bet he and Matt are having a glorious
reunion. CAN'T wait to join them.

Margaret Locke - August 18, 2019 at 04:49 PM

“

So sad to hear about Travis passing. He was a kind classmate in Vernon. Thank you
for your service and peace be with you in heaven.

heather carter (patterson) - August 18, 2019 at 04:46 PM

