Wayne Anderson Cornelius
November 8, 1923 - April 17, 2019

Wayne Cornelius was born in Russellville, Kentucky to Mabel and Eldon Cornelius. His
parents moved to Louisville and he enrolled in Laurel Bogess, Mary D. Hill Kindergarten
Class. She must have been an excellent teacher. He got started right, earning 3 college
degrees and doing Doctoral work at the Pennsylvania State University and the University
of Cincinnati.
When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, he was a student at Manuel High School.
When her heard of the bombing, he walked out of class to join the Navy. His first job in the
Navy was as Gunnery Instructor at the Antiaircraft Training Center at Point Montara,
California. After 18 months, he volunteered to serve on the U.S.S. Metcalf, a fletcher class
Destroyer, on which he served over a year as a Gunnery Petty Officer. They traveled over
51,000 miles in the South Pacific in 3 major battles.
One of these battles was the unbelievable trauma of Okinawa. They were at their battle
stations 24 hours a day. This meant there were not enough Commissioned Gunnery
officers, on board so he being a Non Commissioned
Officer had to serve as a commissioned Gunnery Officer. This was indeed a strange
experience being addressed as Sir, by Gunners Mates who were on the phone with him
and could not see him or know who he was and that he was not addressed as Sir.
After the Navy, he became a Maintenance Mechanic at Louisville Tin and Stove Company,
where he met the love of his life Elizabeth Grider. They were married August 4, 1946 in
Jeffersonville, Indiana and became parents of Johanna, Keith, and John. Seven
Grandchildren and many great grandchildren came along better.
When he realized the future of his current job was limited, he enrolled at UK and earned a
B.S.E.E. degree. In this Elizabeth was indispensable as
she worked in the commissary to earn extra money and the University awarded her a PHT
Degree (Putting Hubby Through).

Upon graduation, they moved to Louisville and he went to work at Logan Company. After
2 years he went to work at the U.S. Naval Ordinance Station. Here he received letters of
Commendation from the Commanding Officer, for outstanding contributions on several
programs. One program for which, the station received the Presidential Unit Citation.
Additionally, he received a letter of congratulation from the Commanding Officer for being
the first engineer at the Station to receive Master's Degree, M.E.E, from the University of
Louisville. Later he earned the Post Graduate Degree of Professional Engineer, E.E., from
the University of Kentucky. He became a Kentucky Colonel.
He taught Calculus at Bellarmine University and became a Sunday School Superintendent
at Portland Avenue Presbyterian Church. He served as Chair of the Louisville area
Presbyterian Sunday School Superintendents Council. One night after a Sunday School
Council meeting two men came up to him and introduced themselves. One of them said,
"We're from Hopewell Presbyterian Church, its just a little O country church, come out and
see us sometime". More about later.
Upon moving to Trinity Presbyterian Church in Middletown, he became an Elder and
Christian Education Chair and just missed being a charter member there by a few days.
As Elder he attended Presbyterian Church meetings of all levels including Presbytery,
Senate and General Assembly.
He became a Professor of Engineering Research at the Ordinance Research Laboratory
of Pennsylvania State University. While at Penn State, a new program opened up at Miami
University. He was hired by Dean Bowers of the Applied Science College of Miami
University to assist in the development of a new department. He and 2 other Engineers,
were the first and only Engineers employed by Miami at the time, and the program they
developed later evolved into the current Miami University Engineering College.
While at Miami University, he held a consulting contract with Monsanto Chemical
Company, which operated the U.S. Atomic Energy Mound Laboratory. He completed the
A.B.D. for a Doctorate in Technical Education at the University of Cincinnati.
After 7 years at Miami University, he took a position at Wright Patterson Air Force Base
with Systems Development Corporation, a former Division of
Rand Corp. Here he assisted in the development of the Drone Aircraft for the Air Force. It
took several years for the Air Force to accept the use of it, however. It was difficult for high
ranking Air Force officers, most of whom were pilots, to consider taking the pilot out of the
plane.
He held tenure at Naval Ordnance, and re assumed his position there.

There were 4 technicians working in the lab, who had not been promoted for some time
and were working below their capability. Their former supervisor was trying to develop a
career ladder to get them promoted but was unable to get it approved. After meeting with
the Station's Training Officer and some developmental writing work, it was approved. The
technicians began getting promoted on the career ladder. While head of the lab, he was
instrumental in the on-site testing of a new Gun Weapon System and since the design
was new the instructors at The Great Lakes Gunnery School needed training on the
system so they could teach it. He set up a classroom next to the lab, so the instructors
were able to receive classroom training next to the gun.
He lost his lovely wife Elizabeth of 36 years to a heart attack and was indeed lost for some
time until he met another beautiful lady named
Linda Brady Smith, who was head of the Entry Department for the state fair. He and Linda
fell in love and were married on April 27, 1985 at Harvey Brown Presbyterian Church. She
was a wonderful wife and
buddy and they traveled extensively as shown in his memoire "Some of My Thoughts",
published in 2013.
He retired from Naval Ordinance on September 3, 1985 and became head of Electronics
Department at Indiana Vocational Technical College (Ivy Tech).
After retiring from Ivy Tech, he taught evening courses for Purdue University at Indiana
University Southeast and was offered the position to
head-up the Purdue Program, but refused it. He was also Adjunct Professor at Speed
Scientific School, teaching Electronics.
He and Linda transferred church membership from Harvey Brown Presbyterian to
Hopewell Presbyterian Church. Here he learned the name of 2 Hopewell men he had met
years ago at a Presbyterian Sunday School Council meeting. They were Pastor Don
Hopkins and Sunday School Superintendent Palmer Moody.
He became an Elder at Hopewell Presbyterian Church and in 2004 the session asked him
to deliver the Father's Day Sermon and Pam Wessell to deliver the Mother's Day Sermon,
they did so and the sermons went well with the congregation. The text of his serman
appears in his memoir. After his Sermon, a member of the congregation was heard to say
to the Pastor, "You should preach like that!"
His funeral Service will be at 11 am Saturday, April 20, 2019 at Ratterman and Sons
Funeral Home Jeffersontown 10600 Taylorsville Rd.

Visitation will be Friday, April 19, 2019 from 2-8 pm at the funeral home. There will also be
an hour of visiting before the service Saturday from 10-11 am at the funeral home. Burial
will be in Cave Hill Cemetery.
Expressions of sympathy may be made to the Blue Ash Hospice of Cincinnati, Ohio.
Online condolences www.ratterman.com.

Cemetery

Events

Cave Hill

APR

701 Baxter Avenue

19

Louisville, KY,

Visitation

02:00PM - 08:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Taylorsville Road
10600 Taylorsville Road, Jeffersontown, KY, US, 40299

APR
20

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Taylorsville Road
10600 Taylorsville Road, Jeffersontown, KY, US, 40299

APR
20

Funeral Service

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Ratterman & Sons Funeral Home - Taylorsville Road
10600 Taylorsville Road, Jeffersontown, KY, US, 40299

Comments

“

I knew the Cornelius family from when I was a child. Wayne’s brother, Donald, was
married to my aunt many years ago. I’m sorry I didn’t know of Wayne’s death. I
remember him as a man of integrity who was always friendly and kind. I just want to
express my sincere sympathy to his family and friends.
Regina (Wherry) Lucas.

Regina Lucas - June 24 at 07:17 PM

“

So long Wayne. It was good the work with you in the Engineering Electronics lab at
NOSL. Those times will always be remembered. There are not many of us left. You
were a true genleman who always listened and worked hard for what you thought
was right. God bless you and your Family.

Joseph Ledweg - April 20 at 03:47 PM

