William Cook Boone
November 7, 1934 - November 23, 2020

William Cook Boone, Jr., 86, of Louisville, passed away suddenly at his home on
November 23, 2020.
He was born in Jackson, TN, son of the late Dr. William Cook Boone and Ruth Trotter
Boone. Bill was also preceded in death by his third wife, Sandra Boone. Survivors include
his two daughters, two grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.
Bill grew up in Louisville and was a 1952 graduate of Atherton High School. He graduated
from both Baylor University and Baylor Law School in Waco, TX. Bill moved to Louisville
permanently in 1963, where he practiced law until his death.
Bill was an amazing trial attorney and enjoyed mentoring those around him. He retained a
small law office which he spent most mornings until his death.
He was a lifelong sports fan and golfer. Golf, football and basketball were his favorites.
He will be buried privately in Cave Hill Cemetery and in lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in memory of William C. Boone to www.campjean.com. Ratterman and Sons on
Bardstown Road is serving the family and online condolences may be shared at
www.ratterman.com.

Cemetery
Cave Hill
701 Baxter Avenue
Louisville, KY,

Comments

“

It is hard to imagine a world without Bill in it. He was larger than life in many ways.
Just looking at his picture on this website brings up a thousand memories. Looking at
that picture, I see a man that was charming, handsome, mischievous, and always
quick to smile. A smile that starts with his eyes. Witty, funny, strong, intelligent, kind,
generous. So much fun to be with. He could tell the absolute best stories – true
stories, too! From the old days of Las Vegas about having dinner with Frank Sinatra,
taking the deposition of Sammy Davis at his home in Los Angeles, and gambling with
Don Adams of “Get Smart” fame.
One of my favorite stories he told was about when he was a little boy. His father was
a Baptist minister in Louisville. He had asked Bill to pull weeds from the garden and
stood over him to make sure he was doing it correctly, pointing out weeds that he
had missed. Bill looked up at him and in the wise words of a child simply said, “Don’t
just point, pull.” There is definitely a lesson to learn in that. Bill was always willing to
pull, to help a friend, to go the extra mile, to provide wise words of counsel and
concern. Bill loved his family very much. He had a big heart. He was so lucky to have
found Sandy, with whom he shared so much of his life.
Bill was very down to earth, always approachable. I think that is one of the things that
made him such a great trial attorney. He could weave a story of facts to present to a
jury and make it compelling. He had a real gift that made it easy for him to connect
with people.
I suppose that one of the greatest legacies one can leave to the world is the positive
impact on others that our life provided. As well as a loving family, Bill had many
friends whose lives he made a difference in. Including mine. Bill was much loved,
and he will be truly missed by those that had the privilege of knowing him. His legacy
will live on.
My prayers are with his family and friends.
Linda Combs

Linda Combs - December 06, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

I met Uncle Bill Boone prior to my marriage to Texas Bill. We soon became fast
friends. I got engaged in the living room of his home in Louisville and he and his wife
hosted a lovely wedding party for us at Vincenzos downtown. Uncle Bill was always
larger than life. He lived life to the fullest. He was such a major part of Bill and My 33
year marriage. We would always spar in jest and always looked forward to being with
him. Kentucky Derby’s and trips to San Francisco are some of my fondest memories
with him. He was such an amazingly talented lawyer that I always said, give that job
to Uncle Bill. He eats nails for lunch. We have shared so many phone calls and
laughter with uncle Bill since Sandy’s passing. I am especially thankful for our recent
trip to Roundhouse farm to visit with Uncle Bill during this pandemic. We watched the
Texas Baylor game together and dined at Pocinis his favorite resturaunt and had a
lovely four day visit. This was truly a special time that I will cherish in my heart
forever. I will miss you dearly Uncle Bill xoxoxo Ann boone

Bill Boone - December 02, 2020 at 11:10 AM

“

I was very fortunate to have grown up with Bill Boone both as my uncle and my good
friend. We enjoyed many road trips together, many golf outings and 30 years of
Kentucky Derby. Without a doubt some of my fondest lifetime memories were Derby
gatherings with Bill. One year a Derby invitation from Bill actually saved my life. I had
scheduled a fishing trip with some good friends via a chartered airplane which
crashed on the return trip killing everyone aboard.Had Bill not invited me to the Derby
I would have been on the plane. My wife Ann and I got engaged in the living room of
Bills home and we shared many fun years together at Roundhouse farm. We had
businesses in Louisville for a number of years and we always counted on Bill to
represent us for which we will always be greatful. I always admired his skills as a
lawyer and his tutoring in the art of negotiation. During this past year since his wife
Sandy’s passing I’ve shared more phone conversations and laughs with Bill than
ever before.I will miss you more than you know and may you Rest In Peace my
friend. Texas Bill Boone

Bill Boone - December 02, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“

Bill Boone was my friend and always willing to take the opposite side to help me be a
better lawyer and person.
I will miss Bill and our many visits about this or that on the back porch.
Bryan Hayes

Bryan Hayes - November 30, 2020 at 05:47 PM

“

I have been a friend of Bill's for 45 years. We attended many Derbies together. He
loved the Derby, the Turf Club and was a great handicapper.
Bill hosted many get-togethers at Round House Farm in PeeWee Valley. Some of my
greatest memories were fun times at Round House.
I had the privilege of being his best man when he married Sandy. She was great for
Bill.
But by far my most memorable experience with Bill related to his tremendous trial
experiences. Bill was my lead lawyer on numerous trials during his years of
representing KFC. His down-to-earth approach was persuasive with juries. He was
also a trial consultant for Brown & Williamson's extensive litigation throughout the
country.
Bill will, of course, be missed but he had a significant impact on my life which will
never be forgotten. Mick McGraw

michael McGraw - November 30, 2020 at 09:29 AM

“

I was one of those fortunate young attorneys to receive mentoring from Bill. He hired
me in the late 1980's to work for him at Greenebaum Boone. What a talented
litigation group he built. Sam Hinkle, Brian Davis, Culver Halliday to name a few. Bill
gave me the opportunity to work with international clients like KFC, BrownWilliamson Tobacco Corporation, LabCorp. Bill was a gifted trial attorney and a
masterful teacher. He supervised all of our cases very closely but gave the young
attorneys the opportunity to gain valuable experience along the way. He allowed us
to take depositions, attend court hearings, and to sit with him second chair in
significant federal and state court trials. Bill gave me the opportunity to make my first
appearance to argue a case before the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. You always
knew where you stood with Bill. He complimented you when you had done a good
job. He helped you learn from mistakes in a way that you would not soon forget. He
pushed everyone to do their very best. He remained very accessible and was willing
to discuss any aspect of a case at anytime. Bill taught me so much about litigation
skills in my years at the firm. Bill Boone had a tremendous impact in my life. I will
never forget him. Rest in peace my friend.

Judge Barry Willett
Barry Willett - November 28, 2020 at 03:24 PM

